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Date:  March 2, 2022 

Location:  Town hall and Zoom 

Attendees:  Dan Wells, Kathryn Woodsum, Brian Tarbuck, Patrick McCormick, Eric Dyer 

 

18:40 meeting called to order 

Note that Keegan is no longer on the Broadband Committee 

 

Tarbuck will get draft minutes to town clerk soon  

 

Vienna, Fayette and Mount Vernon are leaning toward Axiom.  Wayne will do RedZone. 

 

Current cost estimates: 

 
 



 

 2 Broadband Committee Meeting Minutes 03/02/2022 - Approved 03/09/2022 

 
 

 

 
 

Average tax valuation in Readfield:  about $250k 

 

Readfield now eligible for grants to some degree.  Grant money can be received only for money you haven’t already 

spent.   

 

The timing of the project was reviewed.  The “make ready” portion of the project can take many months to complete.  

Axiom claims a buildout to all residents in 12 months.  Committee will ask Axiom how they’ve completed other projects 

of similar size. 

 

Tables presented regarding estimated costs are just that - estimates.  More information is needed to ensure a 

normalized cost comparison. 

 

Questions remain regarding the cost of insurance.  Insurance costs would be paid by subscribers, not all taxpayers. 

 

75% of customers take the lowest rate offered.   

 

PON = “passive optical network” - gets signal from point A to point B without electricity 
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Capacity is increased in a fiber network by changing the multiplexers. 

 

32:1 multiplexing would handily support 32 customers at 1GB for a number of years.  8:1 is overkill. 

 

Zoom uses about 1 MB in and 750k out. 

 

Upload speed is much less an issue to customers than download. 

 

Need to confirm take rates and insurance costs for each proposal. 

 

Need to confirm depreciation rates for each technology proposed by each vendor.  Equipment depreciates much faster 

than the fiber on the poles.  Customer premise, head end, CO and routers all have about a 5 year life span.  

 

Suggest meeting again next week to determine whether the town pursues Axiom or Matrix proposals.  

 

Does the town need to identify a vendor at this point? 

 

Dyer suggests we need to have the fiber option presented to voters.  If fiber to the premise option doesn’t pass at the 

ballot box we’re left with working with improving the existing agreement with Spectrum. 

 

Motion:  Committee recommends a build and operate fiber to the premise network and further discovery and 

negotiations with vendors.  Moved by:  McCormick Seconded by Tarbuck  The motion was approved unanimously.   

 

1957 motion to adjourn by Woodsum, 2nd by Wells.  Motion was approved unanimously. 

 


