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June 24, 2021
Dear Governor Pritzker,

As business leaders with an interest in electric transportation solutions, we urge your continued support
and leadership to accelerate the electrification of medium- and heavy-duty (MHD) vehicles in lllinois to
protect our economy, energy security, public health, and climate.

MHD electrification supports economic development. The future is electric. Multiple vehicle
manufacturers have committed to full electrification and supported over $460 billion in global private
investment. The federal government has renewed its focus on electrifying transportation. The MHD
sector is a critical part of this transformation and is essential to maintaining U.S. competitiveness in the
global automobile market. Hundreds of thousands of jobs are at stake as the United States competes
with China and other nations to be a leader in the EV supply chain. We have a finite window

of opportunity to leverage state and federal policy action to preserve American leadership and the jobs
that come with it.

MHD electrification is important for energy security. The United States is the world’s largest consumer
of petroleum, accounting for one-fifth of the world’s daily supply. We spend $81 billion per year just to
protect oil supplies in the Persian Gulf. Our dependence on this volatile commodity, which currently
fuels 91% of the transportation sector, jeopardizes U.S. economic sovereignty and skews foreign policy
priorities. Electricity is ubiquitous, domestically produced and far more stably priced than petroleum-
based fuels.

MHD electrification cuts emissions and improves public health. MHD vehicles represent just 11% of
vehicles on the road, but they emit 29% of total GHGs from vehicles, in addition to high levels of air
pollutants. These emissions drive climate change and threaten public health. Disadvantaged
communities located along transportation corridors are disproportionally impacted.



Your administration has already proposed ambitious plans for the remaining $88.6 million of the
Volkswagen settlement funds to support all-electric public transportation and electric school

buses. To build on this work, we urge you to commit Illinois to the Multi-State MHD Zero Emission
Vehicle Memorandum of Understanding, pledging that at least 30% of all new trucks and buses sold

in lllinois will be zero emission vehicles by 2030, and 100% by 2050. And to meet these commitments,

we urge the following policy actions:

e Support incentives, utility investments and state targets that will accelerate the

electrification of trucks that travel along our highways and through our neighborhoods to
deliver goods to our homes and businesses.
e Electrify public transit and school buses to provide clean, healthy ways for lllinois’s

residents to travel to and from school, work, and home.

e Invest in the development of MHD charging infrastructure to ensure that Illinois does
not miss out on the economic opportunities afforded by the electrification of

transportation.

Sincerely,

Heidi Sickler
Director of Policy
AMPLY Power

Suzanne Merkelson
Public Policy & Gov. Affairs
Arrival

Duncan Mcintyre
CEO
Highland aElectric

Transportation

Tim Reeser
CEO
Lightning eMotors

Patrick Gervais
Vice-President Marketing
and Communications
Lion Electric

JoAnn Covington

Chief Legal Officer and Head
of Government Relations
Proterra

Chris Nevers

Senior Director,
Environmental Policy
Rivian

Chris King
Sr. Vice President, eMobility
Siemens

Jonathan Miller

Senior Vice President

Volvo Group North America
(Volvo Trucks North America,
Mack Trucks, Nova Bus)

Dakota Semler
CEO
Xos Trucks

Jordan Tepper
Cofounder
Apologue liqueurs, Chicago

Aur Beck
Founder & Chief Tech
AES Solar, Carterville

Mun Wong

Owner

Alice & Friends Vegan
Kitchen, Chicago

Lisa Albrecht
Founder
All Bright Solar, Chicago

Ryan Pfeiffer
Owner
Big Kids, Chicago

Soroush Yousefi
Founder
Boomerang Coffee, Chicago

Megan Schmitt
Founder

Cheeze and Thank You,
Chicago

Kevin Schuder
Owner
Fancy Plants Café, Chicago

Max Musto
Owner
Herbivore Chicago

Zach Witt
[lumen, LLC, Barrington

William Davis
Owner
Jitney EV, Bronzeville

Kate Wirth
Owner
Lucette Salon, Rockford



Twylla Jane
Owner
Lumos Nox Salon, Naperville

Nasya & Tsadakeeyah
Emmanuel

Founders

Majani Restaurant, Chicago

Kate Jakubas

Founder

Meliora Cleaning Products,
Chicago

Diane Mejia
Owner
Mindful Baking

Tim Frick

Founder

Ecograder
MightyBytes, Chicago

Paul Feith
President
Paul Gregory Media,
Naperville

Adrianne Hawthorne
Owner
Ponnopozz, Chicago

Emmanuel Nony
Managing Partner
Proxi, Sepia, Chicago

Jack Muldowney
Founder
Studio Malt, Chicago

Craig Pals
Tick Tock Energy, Inc.,
Effingham

Shirley Kienitz
Owner
Wolfbait & B-girls, Chicago

Beth Holaday

PR Manager

Verde Energy Efficiency
Experts, Chicago

Mark & Eleanor Freedman
Proprietors
Wildwood Tavern, Niles



CC:

Lieutenant Governor Juliana Stratton
Deputy Governor Christian Mitchell

Jessica Himes
Policy Advisor to Governor Pritzker

John J. Kim
Director
Illinois EPA

Omer Osman
Secretary
Illinois DOT

Carrie Zalewski
Chairman
Illinois Commerce Commission

Nicki Cortez-Hun
Director of Legislative Affairs
Illinois DOT

Laura Vaught
Director of Legislative Affairs
Department of Public Health



