STATE OF CONNECTICUT
BY HIS EXCELLENCY
NED LAMONT
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 7VV

PROTECTION OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC
AND RESPONSE - EXPANSION OF CHILD CARE PROGRAM SIZE

WHEREAS, on March 10, 2020, I issued a declaration of public health and civil preparedness
emergencies, proclaiming a state of emergency throughout the State of Connecticut as a result of
the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) outbreak in the United States and Connecticut; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to such declaration, | have issued forty-eight (48) executive orders to
suspend or modify statutes and to take other actions necessary to protect public health and safety
and to mitigate the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic; and

WHEREAS, COVID-19 is a respiratory disease that spreads easily from person to person and
may result in serious illness or death; and

WHEREAS, the World Health Organization has declared the COVID-19 outbreak a pandemic;
and

WHEREAS, to reduce the spread of COVID-19, the United States Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) and the Connecticut Department of Public Health (DPH) recommend
implementation of community mitigation strategies to slow transmission of COVID-19, including
cancellation of gatherings of ten people or more and social distancing in smaller gatherings; and

WHEREAS, the risk of severe illness and death from COVID-19 is higher for individuals who
are 60 or older and for those who have chronic health conditions; and

WHEREAS, public health experts have determined that it is possible to transmit COVID-19 even
before a person shows symptoms and through aerosol transmission; and

WHEREAS, public health experts have indicated that persons infected with COVID-19 may not
show symptoms, and transmission or “shedding” of the coronavirus that causes COVID-19 may
be most virulent before a person shows any symptoms; and

WHEREAS, the CDC has recommended that people with mild symptoms consistent with
COVID-19 be assumed to be infected with the disease; and

WHEREAS, upon a proclamation that a civil preparedness emergency exists, section 28-9(b) of
the Connecticut General Statutes authorizes the modification or suspension in whole or in part by



executive order of any statute or regulation or requirement or part thereof that conflicts with the
efficient and expeditious execution of civil preparedness functions or the protection of public
health; and

WHEREAS, my administration has developed a phased plan for safely reopening businesses and
modifying limitations on economic and social activities, including metrics or measures of
effectiveness to guide decision-making on the timing of such modifications; and

WHEREAS, positive test results, hospitalizations, and deaths related to COVID-19 continue to
meet metrics for Phase 1 reopening and indicate that additional, controlled resumption of certain
economic and social activity may be conducted safely; and

WHEREAS, as additional businesses reopen and other activity resumes, the need for adequate
child care capacity increases;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, NED LAMONT, Governor of the State of Connecticut, by virtue of the
authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the State of Connecticut, do hereby
ORDER AND DIRECT:

1. Amended Limitation on Program Sizes in Child Care. Executive Order No. 7Q,
Section 1, dated March 30, 2020, is amended to provide that child care facilities may
provide care for up to fifty (50) children without obtaining approval from the
Commissioner of Early Childhood. Any facility caring for more than fifty (50) children
in one facility must obtain approval from the Commissioner of Early Childhood and
demonstrate sufficient separation of groups of children within the facility.

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut, this 2" day of June, 2020.
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Ned Lamont
Governor

By His Excellency’s Command
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Denise W. Merrill
Secretary of the State




