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Federal Legislative History Research on the Lexis+ and Lexis Services:

The purpose of this toolkit is to help you, the researcher, be more efficient and effective when conducting federal
legislative history research on the Lexis+ or Lexis service.

We provide tips and suggestions on how to approach this research, knowing that you will choose what works for you.

Overview:
Broadly speaking, if the act you are researching was passed between 1995 and the present, you will be able to find a
great deal of the legislative history documents linked and connected on Lexis+ and Lexis.

If the act was passed prior to 1995, the legislative history documents may be found on Lexis. But the various
documents are not linked. Finding them will require searching and retrieving documents from specific sources.

If the act is from around 1995, either a year or two before or a year or two later, you may want to try both approaches
outlined to ensure you've taken all the steps.

Reviewing Resources:
To become familiar with the content you will be searching, use the Explore Content pod and select
Statutes & Legislation.

Home Siatutes & Legislation

Advanced Search | Tipz
Eyrter asou T or shep: [citation] to Shepardize® Statutes & Lagisation n
Content Type Related Resources
Coda Congressional Record Court Rube Municipal Codes Search s collection of archive
(O, COFd) %, adimin
Bitl Text Constitutions Legislative Historles 1) Public Lnts/ALS | cades. ard court niles.
Bill Tracking Court Orders. (7 Treathes 7 Archived Code Search

50 State Surveys

Federal

Federal

The Content Type section lists the sources you will encounter in this research.

Select Legislative Histories to see a list of federal sources, compiled legislative histories, and groupings of resources
for searching in jurisdictions or practice areas. This toolkit is focused on federal legislative history research, so we
will be working with the sources in the first section.

Legislative Histories &

Federal
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To get a sense of the compilation of documents in a legislative history, open one of the specific ones listed, for
example, the Clean Water Act of 1977 Legislative History.

Then select the Get all documents for this source menu item, scroll to List of Documents in CWA77 Legislative
History and open it.

(@ Lexis+

Home » Statutes & Legislation > Legislative Histories > Advanced Search /
Advanced Search: Clean Water Act of 1977 Legislative History i © ¥ [3]
[ Get all documents for this souree

& Link to this page

List of Documents in CWA77 Legislative History
CleanWater Act of 1977 Legislative History

Review explanatory list of document categones Review list of documenis in chronological order DGCUMENT LIST FINAL ENACTMENT. Clean Water
Act of 1477, Public Lew 95-217, Dec. 27, 1977 CWATT Leg. Hist. 1. 95TH CONGRESS -- PRESIDENTIAL ACTION. Statemient of President Carter on
Signing Public Law 95-217, Dec. 28, 1977 CWATT Leg. Hisl 2. 95TH CONGRESS —~BILLS PASSED: HR. 3199 (Incorporated in H.R. 11) as Passed
by House, Apr 5 1977 CWATT Leg. Hist 3 95TH CONGRESS — BILLS PASSED: H R. 3199 as Passed by Senate, Aug 4, 1977 CWATT Leg Hisl

List of Documents in CWAT77 Legislative History
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You will see that a legislative history contains a variety of items, from bills at various stages to committee reports,

committee hearings, agency testimony and amending laws. Now that you have a sense of what a legislative history
contains, let’s walk through the steps needed to compile one.

Search Strategies:
Researching an Act by Name
First, we are going to construct a legislative history for an act after 1995.

We will use the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA\) as our research example.

You can type the name of the act in the search box and select the act once it appears.

What would you like to resec

[: All Categories ) | A urisdictiony

Crmmparrry & i

Then open the act, and you will see a box to the right of the text with a tab titled “Info”:

DIGITAL MILLENNIUM COPYRIGHT ACT, 1998 Enacted H.R. 2281, 105 Enacted HR. 2281, 112 Stat. 2860

Source Information /
DIGITAL MILLENNIUM COPYRIGHT ACT, 1998 Enacted H.R. 2281,
105 Enacted H.R. 2281, 112 Stat. 2860

Topic Summariet

Viaws reposts £2}

Reporter
1125eat. 2860 1

UNITED STATES PUBLIC LAWS > 105th Congress - 2nd Session » PUBLIC LAW 105-304 » [HR. 2281]

This is where linking between documents is built into the system—and where you can easily retrieve related
documents.

Related Materials: Bill Tracking
Under Related Legislative Materials, select Bill Tracking :

TIP: right-click on document links and open as new windows or new tabs to keep track of what documents
have been opened.

DIGITAL MILLENNIUM COPYRIGHT ACT. 105 Bill Tracking H.R. 2281

DIGITAL MILLENNIUM COPYRIGHT ACT, 105 Bill Tracking H.R. 2281

Capy Citasian

Lengishative Oxtlock
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From here you are presented with a chronological list of the activities connected to the bill. And you can link to a

specific document to review it and see if you need it for your final report.

DIGITAL MILLENNIUM COPYRIGHT ACT, 105 Bill Tracking HR. 2281 »

Actions ko Hiote

Souree Information

Conpresnnn Dt Tracking Regarts
105th Congrems, Archive

Committes Referrals

oenemitzes on the Judiclary

Relared Legialative Matertals
AR vorsions of thi o
Legtsiative Chronotogy: Legislative Outiook
bl
15t Session Activity:
July 29,1997 H 4025

o the Housc Judiciary Committos

September 16, 197714

ectual Property held a hearing

sectual Property concluded he ings

2nd Sevsion Activity .

February 26. 1959

15 Rec D 235

for full committee action amended, by House Subcommittes on Courts and intelectus Property

For example, click the link above Remarks by Sen. Ashcroft. You will find insight into the differences between the

1

language of the House and Senate bills.

July 17,1998

July 17,1998

July 22,1998

August4,1998

August 4,1998

August 31,1998

August 31,1998

September 3, 1998

144 Cong Rec D 785

Ordered reported, as amended, by House Committee on Commerce

144 Cong Rec D 785
Report filed by House Committee on Commerce (H. Rept. 105-551, Pt. 2)

144 Cong RecH 6185
Discharged from House Committee on Ways and Means pursuant to clause 5 of rule X

144 Cong Rec H 7074

Motion by Rep. Coble to suspend the rules and pass the measure, as amended

144 CongRecH 7103
Agreed to motion by Rep. Coble (by voice vote) and the measure is passed, as amended

144 Cong Rec S 9681
Received in the Senate after passage in the House

144 Cong Rec 5 9682

Placed on Senate Calendar

144 Cong Rec 59935
Remarks by Sen. ASHCROFT, JOHN D (R-MO)

TIP: download this chronological list and use this as a guide and checklist for collecting the items that support

your research.

Related Materials: Bill Text

Return to the Digital Millennium Copyright Act, 1998. Go to the Info tab > Related Legislative Materials,

select Bill Text.
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DIGITAL MILLENNIUM COPYRIGHT ACT, 1998 Enacred HR_2281, 105 Enacted HR. 2281, 112 Stat. 28460 o
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DIGITAL MILLENNIUM COPYRIGHT ACT, 1998 Enacted H.R. 2281, O—
105 Enacted H.R. 2281, 112 Stat. 2860 iy

€6 Logiul sbren Hintary (1)

= oy Cllatisn
Tonle Summnaries

y : i i3l
Enacted, October 28, 1998 s

Reporter
42 5iat 2060 | 104 1L 104 | 1998 Eracke 4LIL 220 | 105 Framcted |18 381

UNITEDSTATES PUBLIC LAWY = 105th Congress - 2nd Sassion » PUBLIC LAW 105-304 » [H.R. 2281]

Here you will find a list of the versions of the bill through the legislative process. If your research requires these
versions, you can select them all for delivery.

Results for: Bill Text =

o B &5 =24 8 Sarty: | Releance

9] 199EH.R 2201

Congressionat Full Tewt of Bills - 105th Congress, Archive| Jul 2%, 1397 | 1998 HR 2281 | 105H.R. 2281 | ASREPORT EDI\'HEHDJ:‘
AB 1L To amend i 17, Linited Stites Code, to impiemant the Wirld Intstactual Property Orgamization Caprrighs Tressy and

ABILL To
[——

eefarmances ard
s aseariiad,

SBEC. 107 TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS fr) DEFINITRONS - SECTEON 108 OF

TITLE 17,

0 199EHR 2231
Congressionat Fuli Te
Symopsis nat included in thi

105th Congress, Archive| Jul 25, 1397 | 17928HR. 2281 | 105H.R- 2281 | ASENROLLED
intedversion

= Gy of Wastin gion o0 T Failey

20 1FPEHR 2231

Cangressions! Full Textof Bills- 105t Congress, Archive | Jol 2%, 1957 | 1098HR: 2281 | 105 H.R. 2201 | ASPLACED ON THE SENATE CALENDAR
ANACT Tosmenc title 17, United States Code, taimplement the Warle Intefectusl Sraperty Orzanizstion Copyright Trestyans _

20 1998 HR 2281

Cangressionz! Full Text of Bills - 105th Congress, Archive | Jui27, 1997 | 1978 HR 2281 | 105 H.R. 2221 | ENGROSSED SENATE AMENDMENT
Synopsis rat mcluded in this printed version.

Syrapms not included in s wian * Resalyed, *That e bl from the House of £ ntalives | = e “An At b amend litke 17,
United St ‘ v, and for
ey purp
= Ibve “Diigital
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Related Materials: CIS Legislative History

Return to DMCA. Go to the Info tab > Related Legislative Materials and select CIS Legislative History to view
Congressional Information Service history.

Now you are presented with an overview of the act and important documents and references.

This list is organized by type of document and can be utilized as a guide and checklist to facilitate compiling the
relevant documents. The value of this list is that, as you become comfortable with this research, you can zero in on the
sources you find most helpful, like Committee Prints.
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Digital Millennium Copyright Act, 98 CISPL 105304

Again, the documents are linked, so you can easily open them. After reviewing them, you can select the items to be
included in your compilation and deliver them as you prefer.

Using Explore Content:
Once you have gained some experience with legislative history research, another approach is to start in the

Explore Content pane on your research home page. Then select Statutes & Legislation > Federal.

Let's search for the Paycheck Protection Act by entering text in quotation marks as shown here:

Client: Hone Fe

Home 3 Alf Fesorat

All Federal &

LISTS - United States Code Service - Titles L hrgugh 54

Codes

USCS Slalulesal Laigs Table

USCS Popular Mames [able

Post-Search Filters:

Content Type:
Then use the post-search filters on the left to limit results to categories and sources that reflect the items of interest.

In the filters on the left, expand Content Type. This is where you will find Bill Tracking:

Results for: "paycheck protectionact! « & 3

(-] Ciear
-
| statutes andiegisiation 142 =
= i el i | Sortby: | Resevance
Search withinresuits
- 1055 Cangress Archive | (RtrsdusecFabruary 2 1590 Feb 27 1996 1630 07 Tracking 105 il
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DKl
m
7 hruscy 23 1998 PAYCHECK PROTECTION ACT 1994 & |!2P'I’.E S 3848310580l Tracking 5
B
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Subsrription. ¥ 200  PAYCHECK PROTECTIOH
183l rack - 103t Caagress Archive | IntrsdurediOstaar s 1957 | 1aar0, 1998 1957 Sl Tracking H R 2508 105 6
Sources v G
) Text
Practice Area& Topics b =
1y
¥
Keyword izt Payeheck Protection Ak - Amends the Fedaral

authorization of_ View excerpt

Publisher
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Source Filter:

Next, expand on the Sources filter, and drill down to the specific documents you want, like Committee Reports.

Cstegery A

il i ] Bayehck Protection Prograrm Transpasency Act of 2020
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Consider using this approach in combination with the checklists from Bill Tracking or US - CIS Index. You can use the
checkboxes to deliver many results at once and save time.

Advanced Search:
Now let’s look at an act prior to 1995, the Social Security Act, which was enacted in 1935.

Begin from the Explore Content pane and select Statutes & Legislation > Federal.

Next, click the Advanced Search link at the top right to take advantage of the template. Use the title segment and the
tools for limiting to a date range to execute a precise search. The date range is incredibly helpful to narrow the results
to the time close to when the original act was passed. As you can imagine, this act has been referred to thousands of

times in legislation afterwards.

Fulders  Hisloy  Help

e o Slalutes & Legsslstion Al egersl

All Federal & /

Aovancea search | 1ips

S Pl Slalules 5 Legidiation

Entera seurce name, @ citation, terms.or shep: [citation] ta She
Codes
USCS  United States<Code Service  Titles 1through 54 00 USCS Statutes at Large [able <

USCS Papalar Mames Table
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In the Title segment, enter “social security act” in quotation marks and, using the date segment, limit it to Date is before
12/31/1939.

"social security act" USFederal; Statutes & Legislation “

Statutes and Legislation  c.ometwmentiee o Use Connectors
Exact phrase
Terms
AND )
All of these terms 2 or mare words 2nywhere inthe

document (alternative: &)

OR
Enclude one or more words

Any of these terms ANDNOT
Ewcude documents contzining the
ward or phrase: should be the last
connector, or may produce:
unexpected resuits

Exactly this phrase

i
Firstword within ‘n" words of the
second (aiternative: w/n or near/n)

Word variations using this a5 the root

Excluding these terms word faltemative:*)

Wiew afl connectors and commands

Document Segments/Fields
While thess segments apply to themalority of documents, they may not apply te 21l documents Frequently Asked Questions
Date Abautsearching
Datels before ~ How does the search bo Interpret
” common legal phrases? Do | need to
Enter 2date in mm/ddAyyyy format or any of the supporied date formats usequotatonmarks (" P
Inwht order areterme and
kil connectors processed?
Citati What are the terms and connectors
i equivalents to WestlawNext™?
Doss Laxis=" have a digest? Howdo |
search by topic?
Title Aboutfinding thingsinone step ...

How do i getadocument by citation?

How do| Shepardize & adowument
weehen! knowits ctation?

et

4 Social Security Act,
United States Statutes at Large  Aug 14,1935 | 74P.L. 271 495tat. 620, 74 Cong. Ch.531 | Enacted

Text

.. 74th Congress, Session | Enacted August 14, 1935 Public Law 74-271 Chapter 531 Social Security Act. 74 PL. 271 49 Stat. 620 74 Cong. Ch. 531.
excerpt



Open that document, and you learn that this is a Committee on Finance, Senate Hearing, and is 233 pages.

This document is not the complete hearing. But it has metadata and information that provides search terms for
uncovering the full-text documents.

From this document, you can identify two witnesses, Russell Reagh and Frances Perkins.

/

Social Security Act., 49 Stat. 620 § -

= Copy Citation

Sourcelnformation

United Seates Stacute ot Large
Eriacted, Augst 14, 1965

Reporter

United States Statutes at Larse > 74th Congress, Sessionl > PublicLaw 74-271 > Chapter 531

Synopsis

provisiceifor sged pars napersons. 4
Unemplayment comgensation [3ws; 10 estsbl

Text

Vizw s document in PDF format (210 K8)

Related Materials:

Notice that you do not see any Related Legislative Materials on the Info tab. To access additional documents
connected to this act, go back to the search results and use the Source post-search filter to limit to
CIS/Historical Index and US - CIS/Index.

Scan these documents to find any occurring prior to the time the act was enacted.

In this case, you will find 11 CIS S 36156.

RS M e 'mm:umgxr‘
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Open that document, and you learn that this is a Committee on Finance, Senate Hearing, and is 233 pages.

This document is not the complete hearing. But it has metadata and information that provides search terms for
uncovering the full-text documents.

From this document, you can identify two witnesses, Russell Reagh and Frances Perkins.

Soclal Seeurity Act, 11 CIS § 361556
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Returning to the results for “social security act,” access the Source filter; check Congressional Documents,
Congressional Hearings, and United States Statues at Large; and uncheck the CIS/Historical Index and US-CIS/Index.
Search Within:

Use the Search Within results filter, and search reagh and perkins.

There is one result, and it is the actual hearing.

Open that, and the text you see is merely the metadata. Check the Info tab, and you'll find an Attachments section
that contains a PDF titled Replica of Original Proceedings.

Open this and you are viewing the full-text of the document as a PDF. Use your browser’s find feature to focus on the
terms you are looking for, in this case perkins or reagh.

This is a high-level overview of legislative history research on the Lexis+ and Lexis services. If you would like further
assistance, please contact your Knowledge and Research Consultant.

Additional Tips and Strategies:
If you have a statute as your starting point, the History section contains the act or public law that is the best starting
point. And it is linked for easy access.

Consider using the Code Compare tool if your research includes identifying how the text of a statute has changed over
time. And that can give you search term suggestions when you're looking at supporting documents. (Note: Code
Compare is available from 1992 through effective versions.)

Consider Shepardizing™ the code section you are researching. You may find insight about the language and intent of
the law from a judicial perspective.

Consider searching in News, Legal News and Secondary Materials if you are trying to discover intent. You may find
how various groups reacted to the legislation as it moved through Congress, what the original intent was and whether
that was changed through the legislative process.

For detailed information about the sources and tips for constructing searches, check out this Customer Support page:
Finding Legislative History on Lexis.
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