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AN ACT concerning regulation.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assembly:

Article 5. Energy Transition

Section 5-1. Short title. This Article may be cited as the
Fnergy Transition Act. As used in this Article, "this Act"

refers to this Article.

Section 5-5. Definitions. As used in this Act:

"Apprentice" means a participant 1in an apprenticeship
program approved by and registered with the United States
Department of Labor's Bureau of Apprenticeship and Training.

"Apprenticeship program" means an apprenticeship and
training program approved by and registered with the United
States Department of Labor's Bureau of Apprenticeship and
Training.

"Black, indigenous, and people of color" or "BIPOC" means
people who are members of the groups described in
subparagraphs (a) through (e) of paragraph (A) of subsection
(1) of Section 2 of the Business Enterprise for Minorities,
Women, and Persons with Disabilities Act.

"Community-based organizations" means an organization

that: (1) provides employment, skill development, or related
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services to members of the community; (2) includes community
colleges, nonprofits, and local governments; (3) has at least
one main operating office in the community or region it
serves; and (4) demonstrates relationships with local
residents and other organizations serving the community.

"Department"”" means the Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity, unless the text solely specifies a particular
Department.

"Director" means the Director of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity.

"Equity eligible contractor" or "eligible contractor"
means:

(1) a business that 1is majority-owned by equity
investment eligible individuals or persons who are or have
been participants in the Clean Jobs Workforce Network
Program, Clean Energy Contractor Incubator Program,
Returning Residents Clean Jobs Training Program, Illinois
Climate Works Preapprenticeship Program, or Clean Energy
Primes Contractor Accelerator Program;

(2) a nonprofit or cooperative that is
majority-governed by equity investment eligible
individuals or persons who are or have been participants
in the Clean Jobs Workforce Network Program, Clean Energy
Contractor Incubator Program, Returning Residents Clean
Jobs Training Program, Illinois Climate Works

Preapprenticeship Program, or Clean Energy Primes
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Contractor Accelerator Program; or
(3) an equity investment eligible person or an
individual who is or has been a participant in the Clean
Jobs Workforce Network Program, Clean Energy Contractor
Incubator Program, Returning Residents Clean Jobs Training
Program, Illinois Climate Works Preapprenticeship Program,
or Clean Energy Primes Contractor Accelerator Program and
who 1is offering personal services as an independent
contractor.
"Equity focused populations” means (i) low-income persons;
(ii) persons residing in equity investment eligible
communities; (iii) persons who identify as black, indigenous,
and people of color; (iv) formerly convicted persons; (v)

persons who are or were 1in the child welfare system; (vi)

energy workers; (vii) dependents of displaced energy workers;
(viii) women; (ix) LGBTOQ+, transgender, or gender
nonconforming persons; (x) persons with disabilities; and (xi)

members of any of these groups who are also youth.

"Equity investment eligible community"™ and "eligible
community" are synonymous and mean the geographic areas
throughout Illinois which would most benefit from equitable
investments by the State designed to combat discrimination and
foster sustainable economic growth. Specifically, the eligible
community means the following areas:

(1) R3 Areas as established pursuant to Section 10-40

of the Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act, where residents
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have historically been excluded from economic

opportunities, including opportunities 1in the energy

sector; and
(2) Environmental justice communities, as defined by
the Illinois Power Agency pursuant to the Illinois Power

Agency Act, but excluding racial and ethnic indicators,

where residents have historically been subject to

disproportionate burdens of pollution, including pollution
from the energy sector.

"Equity investment eligible person" and "eligible person"
are synonymous and mean the persons who would most benefit
from equitable investments by the State designed to combat
discrimination and foster sustainable economic growth.
Specifically, eligible persons means the following people:

(1) persons whose primary residence is in an equity
investment eligible community;

(2) persons who are graduates of or currently enrolled
in the foster care system; or

(3) persons who were formerly incarcerated.

"Climate Works Hub" means a nonprofit organization
selected by the Department to act as a workforce intermediary
and to participate in the Illinois Climate Works
Preapprenticeship Program. To qualify as a Climate Works Hub,
the organization must demonstrate the following:

(1) the ability to effectively serve diverse and

underrepresented populations, including by providing
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employment services to such populations;

(2) experience with the construction and building
trades;

(3) the ability to recruit, prescreen, and provide
preapprenticeship training to prepare workers for
employment in the construction and building trades; and

(4) a plan to provide the following:

(A) preparatory classes;

(B) workplace readiness skills, such as resume
preparation and interviewing techniques;

(C) strategies for overcoming barriers to entry
and completion of an apprenticeship program; and

(D) any prerequisites for acceptance 1into an

apprenticeship program.

Section 5-10. Findings. The General Assembly finds that
the clean energy sector is a growing area of the economy in the
State of Illinois. The General Assembly further finds that
State investment in the clean energy economy in Illinois can
be a vehicle for expanding equitable access to public health,
safety, a cleaner environment, quality Jjobs, and economic
opportunity.

It is in the public policy interest of the State to ensure
that TIllinois residents from communities disproportionately
impacted by climate change, communities facing coal plant or

coal mine closures, and economically disadvantaged communities
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and 1individuals experiencing barriers to employment have
access to State programs and good jobs and career
opportunities in growing sectors of the State economy. To
promote those interests in the growing clean energy sector,
the General Assembly hereby creates this Act to increase
access to and opportunities for education, training, and
support services these individuals need to succeed in the
labor market generally and the clean energy sector
specifically. The General Assembly further finds that the
programs included in this Act are essential to equitable,
statewide access to quality training, Jjobs, and economic

opportunities across the clean energy sector.

Section 5-15. Regional Administrators.

(a) Subject to appropriation, the Department shall select
3 unique Regional Administrators: one Regional Administrator
for coordination of the work in the Northern Illinois Program
Delivery Area, one Regional Administrator for coordination of
the work in the Central Illinois Program Delivery Area, and
one Regional Administrator for coordination of the work in the
Southern Illinois Program Delivery Area.

(b) The Regional Administrators shall have strong
capabilities, experience, and knowledge related to program
development and fiscal management; cultural and language
competency needed to be effective 1in their respective

communities to be served; expertise in working in and with
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BIPOC and environmental Jjustice communities; knowledge and
experience in working with employer or sectoral partnerships,
if applicable, 1in clean energy or related sectors; and
awareness of industry trends and activities, workforce
development best practices, regional workforce development
needs, regional and 1industry employers, and community
development. The Regional Administrators shall demonstrate a
track record of strong partnerships with community-based
organizations and labor organizations.

(c) The Regional Administrators shall work together to
administer the implementation of the Clean Jobs Workforce
Network Program, the Illinois Climate Works Preapprenticeship
Program, the Clean Energy Contractor Incubator Program, and

the Returning Resident Clean Jobs Training Program.

Section 5-20. Clean Jobs Workforce Network Program.

(a) As used in this Section, "Program" means the Clean
Jobs Workforce Network Program.

(b) Subject to appropriation, the Department shall develop
and, through Regional Administrators, administer the Clean
Jobs Workforce Network Program to create a network of 13
Program delivery Hub Sites with program elements delivered by
community-based organizations and their subcontractors
geographically distributed across the State including at least
one Hub Site located in or near each of the following areas:

Chicago (South Side), Chicago (Southwest and West Sides),
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Waukegan, Rockford, Aurora, Joliet, Peoria, Champaign,
Danville, Decatur, Carbondale, East St. Louis, and Alton.
(c) In admitting program participants, for each workforce
Hub Site, the Regional Administrators shall:
(1) in each Hub Site where the applicant pool allows:
(A) dedicate at least one-third of program
placements to applicants who reside in a geographic
area that 1s impacted by economic and environmental
challenges, defined as an area that is both (i) an R3
Area, as defined pursuant to Section 10-40 of the
Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act, and (id) an
environmental Jjustice community, as defined Dby the
Illinois Power Agency, excluding any racial or ethnic
indicators used by the agency unless and until the
constitutional basis for their inclusion in
determining program admissions 1s established. Among
applicants that satisfy these criteria, preference
shall be given to applicants who face barriers to
employment, such as low educational attainment, prior
involvement with the c¢riminal legal system, and
language barriers; and applicants that are graduates
of or currently enrolled in the foster care system;
and
(B) dedicate at least two-thirds of program
placements to applicants that satisfy the criteria in

paragraph (1) or who reside in a geographic area that
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is impacted by economic or environmental challenges,
defined as an area that is either (i) an R3 Area, as
defined pursuant to Section 10-40 of the Cannabis
Regulation and Tax Act, or (ii) an environmental
justice community, as defined by the Illinois Power
Agency, excluding any racial or ethnic indicators used
by the agency unless and until the constitutional
basis for their inclusion 1in determining program
admissions 1is established. Among applicants that
satisfy these criteria, preference shall be given to
applicants who face barriers to employment, such as
low educational attainment, prior involvement with the
criminal legal system, and language barriers; and
applicants that are graduates of or currently enrolled
in the foster care system; and
(2) prioritize the remaining program placements for:
applicants who are displaced energy workers as defined in
the Energy Community Reinvestment Act; persons who face
barriers to employment, including low educational
attainment, prior involvement with the c¢riminal legal
system, and language barriers; and applicants who are
graduates of or currently enrolled in the foster care
system, regardless of the applicant's area of residence.

The Department and Regional Administrators shall protect

the confidentiality of any personal information provided by

program applicants regarding the applicant's status as a
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formerly incarcerated ©person or foster care recipient;
however, the Department or Regional Administrators may publish
aggregated data on the number of participants that were
formerly incarcerated or foster care recipients so long as
that publication protects the identities of those persons.

Any person who applies to the program may elect not to
share with the Department or Regional Administrators whether
he or she is a graduate or currently enrolled in the foster
care system or was formerly convicted.

(d) Program elements for each Hub Site shall be provided
by a community-based organization. The Department shall
initially select a community-based organization in each Hub
Site and shall subsequently select a community-based
organization in each Hub Site every 3 years. Community-based
organizations delivering program elements outlined in
subsection (e) may provide all elements required or may
subcontract to other entities for provision of portions of
program elements, including, but not limited to,
administrative soft and hard skills for program participants,
delivery of specific training in the core curriculum, or
provision of other support functions for program delivery
compliance.

(e) The Clean Jobs Workforce Hubs Network shall:

(1) coordinate with Energy Transition Navigators: (i)
to 1increase participation in the Clean Jobs Workforce

Network Program and clean energy and related sector



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

SB2408 Enrolled - 11 - LRB102 11366 BMS 16699 b

workforce and training opportunities; (ii) coordinate
recruitment, communications, and ongoing engagement with
potential employers, including, but not limited to,
activities such as job matchmaking initiatives, hosting
events such as job fairs, and collaborating with other Hub
Sites to identify and implement best practices for
employer engagement; and (iii) leverage community-based
organizations, educational institutions, and
community-based and labor-based training providers to
ensure program-eligible individuals across the State have
dedicated and sustained support to enter and complete the
career pipeline for clean energy and related sector jobs;

(2) develop formal partnerships, 1including formal
sector partnerships between community-based organizations
and entities that provide clean energy Jjobs, including
businesses, nonprofit organizations, and worker-owned
cooperatives, to ensure that Program participants have
priority access to employment training and hiring
opportunities; and

(3) implement the Clean Jobs Curriculum to provide,
including, but not 1limited to, training, certification
preparation, job  readiness, and skill development,
including soft skills, math skills, technical skills,
certification test preparation, and other development
needed, to Program participants.

(f) Funding for the Program is subject to appropriation
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from the Energy Transition Assistance Fund.

(g) The Department shall require submission of quarterly
reports, including program performance metrics by each Hub
Site to the Regional Administrator of their Program Delivery
Area. Program performance metrics include, but are not limited
to:

(1) demographic data, including racial, gender,
residency in eligible communities, and geographic
distribution data, on Program trainees entering and
graduating the Program;

(2) demographic data, including racial, gender,
residency in eligible communities, and geographic
distribution data, on Program trainees who are placed in
employment, including the percentages of trainees by race,
gender, and geographic categories in each individual job
type or category and whether employment 1is union,
nonunion, or nonunion via temporary agency;

(3) trainee job acquisition and retention statistics,
including the duration of employment (start and end dates
of hires) by race, gender, and geography;

(4) hourly wages, including hourly overtime pay rate,
and benefits of trainees placed into employment by race,
gender, and geography;

(5) percentage of jobs by race, gender, and geography
held by Program trainees or graduates that are full-time

equivalent positions, meaning that the position held is
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full-time, direct, and permanent based on 2,080 hours
worked per year (paid directly by the employer, whose
activities, schedule, and manner of work the employer
controls, and receives pay and benefits in the same manner
as permanent employees); and
(6) qualitative data consisting of open-ended
reporting on pertinent issues, including, but not limited
to, qualitative descriptions accompanying metrics or
identifying key successes and challenges.
(h) Within 3 years after the effective date of this Act,
the Department shall select an independent evaluator to review
and prepare a report on the performance of the Program and

Regional Administrators.

Section 5-25. Clean Jobs Curriculum.

(a) As used in this Section, "clean energy Jjobs", subject
to administrative rules, means jobs in the solar energy, wind
enerqgy, energy efficiency, energy storage, solar thermal,
green hydrogen, geothermal, electric vehicle industries, other
renewable energy industries, industries achieving emission
reductions, and other related sectors including related
industries that manufacture, develop, build, maintain, or
provide ancillary services to renewable energy resources or
energy efficiency ©products or services, including the
manufacture and installation of healthier building materials

that contain fewer hazardous chemicals. "Clean energy Jjobs"
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includes administrative, sales, other support functions within
these industries and other related sector industries.

(b) The Department shall convene a comprehensive
stakeholder process that includes representatives from the
State Board of Education, the Illinois Community College
Board, the Department of Labor, community-based organizations,
workforce development ©providers, labor unions, building
trades, educational institutions, residents of BIPOC and
low-income communities, residents of environmental Jjustice
communities, clean energy businesses, nonprofit organizations,
worker-owned cooperatives, other groups that provide clean
energy Jjobs opportunities, groups that provide construction
and building trades job opportunities, and other participants
to identify the career pathways and training curriculum needed
for participants to be skilled, work ready, and able to enter
clean energy jobs. The curriculum shall:

(1) identify the core training curricular competency
areas needed to prepare workers to enter clean energy and
related sector jobs;

(2) didentify a set of required core cross-training
competencies provided in each training area for clean
energy Jobs with the goal of enabling any trainee to
receive a standard set of skills common to multiple
training areas that would provide a foundation for
pursuing a career composed of multiple clean energy Jjob

types;
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(3) include approaches to integrate broad occupational
training to provide <career entry into the general
construction and building trades sector and any remedial
education and work readiness support necessary to achieve
educational and professional eligibility thresholds; and

(4) identify on-the-job training formats, where
relevant, and identify suggested trainer certification
standards, where relevant.

(c) The Department shall publish a report that includes
the findings, recommendations, and core curriculum identified
by the stakeholder group and shall post a copy of the report on
its public website. The Department shall convene the process
described to update and modify the recommended curriculum
every 3 years to ensure the curriculum contents are current to
the evolving clean energy industries, practices, and
technologies.

(d) Organizations that receive funding to provide training
under the Clean Jobs Workforce Network Program, including, but
not limited to, community-based and labor-based training
providers, and educational institutions must use the core

curriculum that is developed under this Section.

Section 5-30. Energy Transition Barrier Reduction Program.
(a) As used in this Section, "Program" means the Energy
Transition Barrier Reduction Program.

(b) Subject to appropriation, the Department shall create



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

SB2408 Enrolled - 16 - LRB102 11366 BMS 16699 b

and administer an Energy Transition Barrier Reduction Program.
The Program shall be used to provide supportive services for
individuals impacted by the energy transition. Services
allowed are intended to help eligible individuals overcome
financial and other barriers to participation in the Clean
Jobs Workforce Network Program and the Illinois Climate Works
Preapprenticeship Program.

(c) The Program shall be available to individuals eligible
for participation in the Clean Jobs Workforce Network Program
or Illinois Climate Works Preapprenticeship Program.

(d) The Department shall determine appropriate allowable
program costs, elements, and financial supports to reduce
barriers to successful participation 1in the Clean Jobs
Workforce Program and the Illinois Climate Works
Preapprenticeship Program for individuals eligible for these
programs.

(e) Community-based organizations and other nonprofits
selected by the Department shall provide supportive services
described in this Section to eligible individuals
participating in the Clean Jobs Workforce Network Program and
Illinois Climate Works Preapprenticeship Program.

(f) The community-based organizations that provide support
services under this Section shall coordinate with the Energy
Transition Navigators to ensure eligible individuals have
access to these services.

(g) Funding for the Program is subject to appropriation
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from the Energy Transition Assistance Fund.

Section 5-35. Energy Transition Navigators.

(a) As used in this Section:

"Community-based provider" means a not-for-profit
organization that has a history of serving low-wage oOr
low-skilled workers or individuals from economically
disadvantaged communities.

"Economically disadvantaged community" means areas of one
or more census tracts where the average household income does
not exceed 80% of the area median income.

(b) In order to engage eligible individuals to participate
in the Clean Jobs Workforce Network Program, the Illinois
Climate Works Preapprenticeship Program, Returning Residents
Clean Jobs Program, Clean Energy Contractor Incubator Program,
and Clean Energy Primes Contractor Accelerator Program and
utilize the services offered under the Energy Transition
Barrier Reduction Program, the Department shall, subject to
appropriation, contract with community-based providers to
serve as Energy Transition Navigators. Energy Transition
Navigators shall provide education, outreach, and recruitment
services to equity focused populations, prioritizing
individuals eligible for the Clean Jobs Workforce Network
Program or Illinois Climate Works Preapprenticeship Program,
to make sure they are aware of and engaged in the statewide and

local workforce development systems. Additional strategies may
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include, but are not limited to, recruitment activities and
events.

(c) For members of equity focused populations,
prioritizing individuals eligible for the Clean Jobs Workforce
Network Program or Illinois Climate Works Preapprenticeship
Program, who may be interested in entrepreneurial pursuits,
Fnergy Transition Navigators may connect these individuals
with their area Small Business Development Center, Procurement
Technical Assistance Centers, or economic development
organization to engage in services, including, but not limited
to, business consulting, business planning, regulatory
compliance, marketing, training, accessing capital, government
bid, and certification assistance.

(d) Energy Transition Navigators shall engage equity
focused populations, prioritizing individuals eligible for the
Clean Jobs Workforce Network Program or Illinois Climate Works
Preapprenticeship Program, organizations working with these
populations, local workforce innovation boards, and other
relevant stakeholders to coordinate outreach initiatives to
promote information regarding programs and services offered
under the Clean Jobs Workforce Network Program, the Illinois
Climate Works Preapprenticeship Program, and the Energy
Transition Barrier Reduction Program. Energy Transition
Navigators shall provide support  where reasonable to
individuals and entities applying for these services and

programs.
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(e) Community education, outreach, and recruitment
regarding the Clean Jobs Workforce Network Program, the
Illinois Climate Works Preapprenticeship Program, and Energy
Transition Barrier Reduction Program shall be targeted to the
equity focused populations, prioritizing individuals eligible
for the Clean Jobs Workforce Network Program or Illinois
Climate Works Preapprenticeship Program.

(f) Community-based providers shall partner with
educational institutions or organizations working with equity
focused populations, local employers, labor unions, and others
to identify members of equity focused populations in eligible
communities who are unable to advance in their careers due to
inadequate skills. Community-based providers shall provide
information and consultation to equity focused populations,
prioritizing individuals eligible for the Clean Jobs Workforce
Network Program or Illinois Climate Works Preapprenticeship
Program, on various educational opportunities and supportive
services available to them.

(g) Community-based providers shall establish partnerships
with employers, educational institutions, local economic
development organizations, environmental justice
organizations, trades groups, labor unions, and entities that
provide jobs, including Dbusinesses and other nonprofit
organizations, to target the skill needs of local industry.
The community-based provider shall work with local workforce

innovation boards and other relevant partners to develop skill
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curriculum and career pathway support for disadvantaged
individuals in equity focused populations, ©prioritizing
individuals eligible for the Clean Jobs Workforce Network
Program or Illinois Climate Works Preapprenticeship Program,
that meets local employers' needs and establishes Jjob
placement opportunities after training.

(h) Funding for the Program is subject to appropriation
from the Energy Transition Assistance Fund. Priority in
awarding grants under this Section will Dbe given to
organizations that also have experience serving populations
impacted by climate change.

(1) Each community-based organization that —receives
funding from the Department as an Energy Transition Navigator
shall provide an annual report to the Department by April 1 of
each calendar vyear. The annual report shall include the

following information:

(1) a description of the community-based
organization's recruitment, screening, and training
efforts;

(2) the number of individuals who apply to,
participate in, and complete programs offered through the
Energy Transition Workforce Program, broken down by race,
gender, age, and location; and

(3) any other information deemed necessary by the

Department.
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Section 5-40. TIllinois Climate Works Preapprenticeship
Program.

(a) Subject to appropriation, the Department shall
develop, and through Regional Administrators administer, the
Illinois Climate Works Preapprenticeship Program. The goal of
the Illinois Climate Works Preapprenticeship Program 1is to
create a network of hubs throughout the State that will
recruit, prescreen, and provide preapprenticeship skills
training, for which participants may attend free of charge and
receive a stipend, to create a qualified, diverse pipeline of
workers who are prepared for careers in the construction and
building trades and clean energy Jjobs opportunities therein.
Upon completion of the Illinois Climate Works
Preapprenticeship Program, the candidates will be connected to
and prepared to successfully complete an apprenticeship
program.

(b) Each Climate Works Hub that receives funding from the
FEnergy Transition Assistance Fund shall provide an annual
report to the Illinois Works Review Panel by April 1 of each
calendar year. The annual report shall include the following
information:

(1) a description of the Climate Works Hub's
recruitment, screening, and training efforts, including a
description of training related to construction and
building trades opportunities in clean energy jobs;

(2) the number of individuals who apply to,
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participate 1in, and complete the Climate Works Hub's

program, broken down by race, gender, age, and veteran

status;

(3) the number of the individuals referenced in
paragraph (2) of this subsection who are initially
accepted and placed into apprenticeship programs in the
construction and building trades; and

(4) the number of individuals referenced in paragraph
(2) of this subsection who remain in apprenticeship
programs 1in the construction and building trades or have
become journeymen one calendar year after their placement,
as referenced in paragraph (3) of this subsection.

(c) Subject to appropriation, the Department shall provide
funding to 3 Climate Works Hubs throughout the State,
including one to the Illinois Department of Transportation
Region 1, one to the Illinois Department of Transportation
Regions 2 and 3, and one to the 1Illinois Department of
Transportation Regions 4 and 5. The Department shall initially
select a community-based provider in each region and shall
subsequently select a community-based provider in each region
every 3 years.

(d) The Climate Works Hubs shall recruit, prescreen, and
provide preapprenticeship training to equity 1investment
eligible persons. This training shall include information
related to opportunities and certifications relevant to clean

energy jobs in the construction and building trades.
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(e) Funding for the Program is subject to appropriation
from the Energy Transition Assistance Fund.
(f) The Department shall adopt any rules deemed necessary

to implement this Section.

Section 5-45. Clean Energy Contractor Incubator Program.

(a) As used in this Section, "community-based
organization”™ means a nonprofit organization, including an
accredited public college or university that:

(1) has a history of providing Dbusiness-related
assistance and knowledge to help entrepreneurs start, run,
and grow their businesses;

(2) has knowledge of construction and clean energy
trades;

(3) demonstrates relationships with local residents
and other organizations serving the community; and

(4) demonstrates the ability to effectively serve
diverse and underrepresented populations.

(b) Subject to appropriation, the Department shall
develop, and through the Regional Administrators, administer
the Clean Energy Contractor Incubator Program ("Program") to
create a network of 13 Program delivery Hub Sites with program
elements delivered by community-based organizations and their
subcontractors geographically distributed across the State,
including at least one Hub Site located in or near each of the

following areas: Chicago (South Side), Chicago (Southwest and
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West Sides), Waukegan, Rockford, Aurora, Joliet, Peoria,
Champaign, Danville, Decatur, Carbondale, East St. Louis, and
Alton.
(c) In admitting program participants, for each Contractor
Incubator Hub Site the Regional Administrators shall:
(1) in each Hub Site where the applicant pool allows:
(A) dedicate at least one-third of program
placements to the owners of clean energy contractor
businesses and nonprofits who reside in a geographic
area that is impacted by economic and environmental
challenges, defined as an area that is both (i) an R3
Area, as defined pursuant to Section 10-40 of the
Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act, and (ii) an
environmental Jjustice community, as defined by the
Illinois Power Agency, excluding any racial or ethnic
indicators used by the agency unless and until the
constitutional basis for their inclusion in
determining program admissions 1is established. Among
applicants that satisfy these criteria, preference
shall be given to applicants who face barriers to
employment, such as low educational attainment, prior
involvement with the c¢riminal legal system, and
language barriers; and applicants that are graduates
of or currently enrolled in the foster care system;
and

(B) dedicate at least two-thirds of ©program
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placements to the owners of clean energy contractor
businesses and nonprofits that satisfy the criteria in
paragraph (1) or who reside in eligible communities.
Among applicants who live in eligible communities,
preference shall be given to applicants who face
barriers to employment, such as low educational
attainment, prior involvement with the criminal legal
system, and language barriers; and applicants that are
graduates of or currently enrolled in the foster care
system; and
(2) prioritize the remaining program placements for:
applicants who are displaced energy workers as defined in
the Energy Community Reinvestment Act; persons who face
barriers to employment, including low educational
attainment, prior involvement with the c¢riminal 1legal
system, and language barriers; and applicants who are
graduates of or currently enrolled in the foster care
system, regardless of the applicants' area of residence.
Consideration shall also be given to any current or past
participant 1in the Clean Jobs Workforce Network Program,
Illinois Climate Works Preapprenticeship Program, or Returning
Residents Clean Energy Jobs Training Program.
The Department and Regional Administrators shall protect
the confidentiality of any personal information provided by
program applicants regarding the applicant's status as a

formerly incarcerated person or foster care recipient;
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however, the Department or Regional Administrators may publish
aggregated data on the number of participants that were
formerly incarcerated or foster care recipients so long as
that publication protects the identities of those persons.

Any person who applies to the program may elect not to
share with the Department or Regional Administrators whether
he or she is a graduate or currently enrolled in the foster
care system or was formerly convicted.

(d) Program elements at each Hub Site shall be provided by
a local community-based organization. The Department shall
initially select a community-based organization in each Hub
Site and shall subsequently select a community-based
organization in each Hub Site every 3 years. Community-based
organizations delivering program elements outlined in
subsection (e) may provide all elements required or may
subcontract to other entities for provision of portions of
program elements, including, but not limited to,
administrative soft and hard skills for program participants,
delivery of specific training in the core curriculum, or
provision of other support functions for program delivery
compliance.

(e) The Clean Energy Contractor Incubator Program shall:

(1) provide access to low-cost capital for small clean
energy businesses and contractors;
(2) provide support for obtaining financial assurance,

including, but not limited to: bonding; back office
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services; insurance, permits, training and certifications;
business planning; and low-interest loans;

(3) train, mentor, and provide other support needed to
allow ©participant contractors to: (1) build their
businesses and connect to specific projects, (ii) register
as approved vendors, (iii) engage 1in approved vendor
subcontracting and qualified installer opportunities, (iv)
develop partnering and networking skills, (v) compete for
capital and other resources, and (vi) execute clean
energy-related project installations and subcontracts;

(4) ensure that participant contractors, community
partners, and potential contractor clients are aware of
and engaged in the Program;

(5) connect participant contractors with the
Department of Labor for resources, training, and technical
support on prevailing wage compliance;

(6) provide recruitment and ongoing engagement with
entities that hire contractors and subcontractors,
programs providing renewable energy resource-related
projects, 1incentive programs, and approved vendor and
qualified installer opportunities, including, but not
limited to, activities such as matchmaking, events, and
collaborating with other Hub Sites.

(f) Funding for the Program and independent evaluations as

described in subsection (h) are subject to appropriation from

the Energy Transition Assistance Fund.
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(g) The Department shall require submission of quarterly
reports including program performance metrics by each Hub Site
to the Regional Administrator of their Program Delivery Area.
Program performance metrics include, but are not limited to:

(1) demographic data including: race, gender,
geographic location, R3 residency, Environmental Justice
Community residency, foster care system participation, and
justice-involvement for the owners of contractors
applying, accepted into, and graduating from the Program;

(2) the number of projects completed by participant
contractors, alone or in partnership, by race, gender,
geographic location, R3 residency, Environmental Justice
Community residency, foster care system participation, and
justice-involvement for the owners of contractors;

(3) the number of partnerships with participant
contractors that are expected to result in contracts for
work by the participant contractor, by race, gender,
geographic location, R3 residency, Environmental Justice
Community residency, foster care system participation, and
justice-involvement for the owners of contractors;

(4) changes 1in participant contractors' Dbusiness
revenue, by race, gender, geographic location, R3
residency, Environmental Justice Community residency,
foster care system participation, and justice-involvement
for the owners of contractors;

(5) the number of new hires by participant
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contractors, by race, gender, geographic location, R3
residency, Environmental Justice Community residency,
foster care system participation, and justice-involvement;

(6) demographic data, including race, gender,
geographic location, R3 residency, Environmental Justice
Community residency, foster care system participation, and
justice-involvement, and average wage data, for new hires
by participant contractors;

(7) certifications held by participant contractors,
and number of participants holding each certification,
including, but not limited to, registration under the
Business Enterprise for Minorities, Women, and Persons
with Disabilities Act program and other programs intended
to certify BIPOC entities;

(8) the number of Program sessions attended by
participant contractors, aggregated by race; and

(9) indicators relevant for assessing the general
financial health of participant contractors.

(h) Within 3 years after the effective date of this Act,
the Department shall select an independent evaluator to review
and prepare a report on the performance of the Program and

Regional Administrators. The report shall be posted publicly.

Section 5-50. Returning Residents Clean Jobs Training
Program.

(a) Subject to appropriation, the Department shall develop
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and, in coordination with the Department of Corrections,
administer the Returning Residents Clean Jobs Training
Program.

(b) As used in this Section:

"Commitment" means a Jjudicially determined placement in
the custody of the Department of Corrections on the basis of a
conviction.

"Committed person" means a person committed to the
Department of Corrections.

"Community-based organization" means an organization that:

(1) provides employment, skill development, or related
services to members of the community;

(2) includes community colleges, nonprofits, and local
governments; and

(3) has a history of serving committed persons or
justice-involved persons.

"Correctional institution or facility" means a Department
of Corrections building or part of a Department of Corrections
building where committed persons are detained in a secure
manner.

"Department"”" means the Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity.

"Discharge" means the end of a sentence or the final
termination of a detainee's physical commitment to and
confinement in the Department of Corrections.

"Program" means the Returning Residents Clean Jobs



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

SB2408 Enrolled - 31 - LRB102 11366 BMS 16699 b

Training Program.

"Program Administrator" means, for each Program Delivery
Area, the administrator selected by the Department pursuant to
paragraph (1) of subsection (g) of this Section.

"Returning resident" means any United States resident who
is: (1) 17 years of age or older; (ii) in the physical custody
of the Department of Corrections; and (iii) scheduled to be
re-entering society within 36 months.

(c) Returning Residents Clean Jobs Training Program.

(1) Connected services. The Program shall prepare
graduates to work in the clean energy and related sector
jobs as defined in Section 5-25.

(2) Recruitment of participants. The Program
Administrators shall, in coordination with the Department
of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, educate committed
persons in both men's and women's correctional
institutions and facilities on the benefits of the Program
and how to enroll in the Program.

(3) Connection to employers. The Program
Administrators shall, with assistance from the Regional
Administrators, connect Program graduates with potential
employers in the clean energy Jjobs industries.

(4) Graduation. Participants who successfully complete
all assignments in the Program shall receive a Program
graduation certificate and any certifications or

credentials earned in the process.
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(5) Eligibility. A committed person in a correctional

institution or facility 1is eligible 1if the committed

person:
(i) is within 36 months of expected release;
(ii) consented in writing to participation in the
Program;

(iii) meets all Program and testing requirements;

(iv) is willing to follow all Program
requirements; and

(v) does not pose a safety and security risk for
the facility or any person.

The Department of Corrections shall have sole discretion
to determine whether a committed person's participation in the
Program poses a safety and security risk for the facility or
any person. The Department of Corrections shall determine
whether a committed person is eligible to participate in the
Program.

(d) Program entry and testing requirements. To enter the
Returning Residents Clean Jobs Training Program, committed
persons must complete a simple application, undergo an
interview and coaching session, and must score a minimum of a
6.0 or above on the Test for Adult Basic Education or the
Illinois Community College Board approved assessment for
determining basic skills deficiency. The Returning Residents
Clean Jobs Training Program shall include a one-week

pre-program orientation that ensures the candidates understand
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and are interested in continuing the Program. Candidates that
successfully complete the orientation may continue to the full
Program.

(d-5) Training. Once approved for the new program,
candidates must receive essential employability skills
training as part of vocational or occupational training.
Training must lead to certifications or credentials that
prepare candidates for employment.

(e) Removal from the Program. The Department of
Corrections may remove a committed person enrolled in the
Program for wviolation of institutional rules; failure to
participate or meet expectations of the Program; failure of a
drug test; disruptive behavior; or for reasons of safety,
security, and order of the facility.

(f) Drug testing. A clean drug test 1is required to
complete the Returning Residents Clean Jobs Training Program.
A drug test shall be administered at least once prior to
graduation. The Department of Corrections shall be responsible
for the drug testing of applicants.

(g) Curriculum.

(1) The Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity shall design a curriculum for the Program that
is as similar as practical to the Clean Jobs Curriculum
and meets in-facility requirements. The curriculum shall
focus on preparing graduates for employment in the clean

energy and related sector jobs as defined in Section 5-25.
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The Program shall include structured hands-on activities
in correctional institutions or facilities, including
classroom spaces and outdoor spaces, to instruct
participants in the core curriculum established in this
Act. The Department and the Department of Corrections
shall work together to ensure all curriculum elements may
be available within Department of Corrections facilities.

(2) The Program Administrators shall collaborate to
create and publish a guidebook that allows for the
implementation of the curriculum and provides information
on all necessary and useful resources for Program
participants and graduates.

(h) Program administration.

(1) The Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity shall select a Program Administrator for each
Program Delivery Area to administer and coordinate the
Program. The Program Administrators shall have strong
capabilities, experience, and knowledge related to program
development and economic management; cultural and language
competency needed to be effective in the communities to be
served; committed persons or Jjustice-involved persons;
knowledge and experience in working with providers of
clean energy Jjobs; and awareness of clean energy and
related sector trends and activities, workforce
development best practices, regional workforce development

needs, and community development.
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The Program Administrator must pass a background check
administered by the Department of Corrections and be
approved by the Department of Corrections to work within a
secure facility prior to being hired by the Department of
Commerce and Economic Opportunity for a Program delivery
area.

(2) The Program Administrators shall:

(i) coordinate with Regional Administrators and
the Clean Jobs Workforce Network Program to ensure
that execution, performance, partnerships, marketing,
and Program access across the State consistent with
respecting regional differences;

(i1) work with community-based organizations
approved to provide industry-recognized credentials or
education institutions to deliver the Program;

(iidi) collaborate to create and publish an
employer "Hiring Returning Residents" handbook that
includes benefits and expectations of hiring returning
residents, guidance on how to recruit, hire, and
retain returning residents, guidance on how to access
State and federal tax credits and incentives and State
and federal resources, guidance on how to update
company policies to support hiring and supporting
returning residents, and an understanding of the harm
in one-size-fits-all policies toward returning

residents. The handbook shall be updated every 5 years
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or more frequently if needed to ensure that its
contents are accurate. The handbook shall be made
available on the Department's website;

(iv) work with potential employers to promote
company policies to support hiring and supporting
returning residents via employee/employer liability,
coverage, insurance, bonding, training, hiring
practices, and retention support;

(v) provide services such as job coaching and
financial coaching to Program graduates to support
employment longevity; and

(vi) identify clean energy Jjob opportunities and
assist participants in achieving employment. The
Program shall include at least one job fair; include
job placement discussions with clean energy employers;
establish a partnership with Illinois solar energy
businesses and trade associations to identify solar
employers that support and hire returning residents;
and involve the Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity, Regional Administrators, and the Advisory
Council in finding employment for participants and
graduates 1n the clean energy and related sector
industries.

(3) The Department shall select community-based

organizations to provide Program elements at each

facility. Community-based organizations shall be
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competitively selected by the Department of Commerce and
Economic Opportunity. Community-based organizations
delivering the Program elements outlined may provide all
elements required or may subcontract to other entities for
the provision of portions of Program elements. All
contractors who have regular interactions with committed
persons, regularly access a Department of Corrections
facility, or regularly access a committed person's
personal identifying information or other data elements
must pass a Department of Corrections background check
prior to being approved to administer the Program elements
at a facility.

(4) The Department of Corrections shall aim to include
training in conjunction with other pre-release procedures
and movements. Delays in a workshop being provided shall
not cause delays in discharge.

(5) The Program Administrators may establish shortened
Returning Resident Clean Jobs Training Programs to prepare
and place graduates in the Clean Jobs Workforce Network
Program or the Illinois Climate Works Preapprenticeship
Program following the graduate's release from commitment.
Graduates of these programs shall receive training that
leads to certification or credentials designed to lead to
employment and shall be prioritized for placement in a
Clean Jobs Workforce Hubs training program or the Illinois

Climate Works Preapprenticeship Program.
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(1)

(6) The Director of Corrections shall:

(i) Ensure that the wardens or superintendents of
all correctional institutions and facilities visibly
post information on the Program in an accessible
manner for committed individuals.

(ii) Identify the institutions and facilities
within the Department of Corrections that will offer
the Program. The determination of which facility will
offer the Program shall be based on available
programming space, staffing, population, facility
mission, security concerns, and any other relevant
factor in determining suitable locations for the
Program.

Performance metrics.

(1) The Program Administrators shall collect data to

evaluate and ensure Program and participant success,

including:

(i) the number of returning residents who enrolled
in the Program;

(ii) the number of returning residents who
completed the Program;

(iii) the total number of individuals discharged;

(iv) the demographics of each entering and
graduating class;

(v) the percentage of graduates employed at 6 and

12 months after release;
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(vi) the recidivism rate of Program participants
at 3 and 5 years after release;

(vii) the candidates interviewed and hiring
status;

(viii) the graduate employment status, such as
hire date, pay rates, whether full-time, part-time, or
seasonal, and separation date; and

(ix) continuing education and <certifications
gained by Program graduates.

(2) The Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity shall publish an annual report containing
these performance metrics. Data may be disaggregated by
institution, discharge, or residence address of resident,
and other factors.

(j) Funding. Funding for the Program 1is subject to
appropriation from the Energy Transition Assistance Fund.
Funding may be made available from other lawful sources,
including donations, grants, and federal incentives.

(k) Access. The Program instructors and staff must pass a
background check administered by the Department of Corrections
prior to entering a Department of Corrections institution or
facility. The Warden or Superintendent shall have the
authority to deny a Program instructor or staff member entry
into an institution or facility for safety and security
concerns or failure to follow all facility procedures or

protocols. A Program instructor or staff member administering
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the Program may be terminated or have his or her contract
canceled if the Program instructor or staff member is denied
entry into an institution or facility for safety and security

concerns.

Section 5-55. Clean Energy Primes Contractor Accelerator
Program.

(a) As used in this Section:

"Approved vendor" means the definition of that term used
and as may be updated by the Illinois Power Agency.

"Minority business" means a minority-owned business as
defined in Section 2 of the Business Enterprise for
Minorities, Women, and Persons with Disabilities Act.

"Minority Business Enterprise certification" means the
certification or recognition certification affidavit from the
State of Illinois Department of Central Management Services
Business Enterprise Program or a program with equivalent
requirements.

"Program" means the Clean Energy Primes Contractor
Accelerator Program.

"Returning resident" has the meaning given to that term in
Section 5-50 of this Act.

(b) Subject to appropriation, the Department shall
develop, and through a Primes Program Administrator and
Regional Primes Program Leads described in this Section,

administer the Clean Energy Primes Contractor Accelerator
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Program. The Program shall be administered in 3 program
delivery areas: the Northern Illinois Program Delivery Area
covering Northern 1Illinois, the Central 1Illinois Program
Delivery Area covering Central Illinois, and the Southern
Illinois Program Delivery Area covering Southern Illinois.
Prior to developing the Program, the Department shall solicit
public comments, with a 30-day comment period, to gather input
on Program implementation and associated community outreach
options.
(c) The Program shall be available to selected contractors
who best meet the following criteria:
(1) 2 or more years of experience in a clean energy or
a related contracting field;
(2) at least $5,000 in annual business; and
(3) a substantial and demonstrated commitment of
investing in and partnering with individuals and
institutions in equity investment eligible communities.
(c=5) The Department shall develop scoring criteria to
select contractors for the Program, which shall consider:
(1) projected hiring and 1industry Jjob <creation,
including wage and benefit expectations;
(2) a clear wvision of strategic business growth and
how increased capitalization would benefit the business;
(3) past project work quality and demonstration of
technical knowledge;

(4) capacity the applicant is anticipated to bring to
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project development;

(5) willingness to assume risk;

(6) anticipated revenues from future projects;

(7) history of commitment to advancing equity as
demonstrated Dby, among other things, employment of or
ownership by equity investment eligible persons and a
history of partnership with equity focused community
organizations or government programs; and

(8) business models that build wealth in the larger
underserved community.

Applicants for Program participation shall be allowed to
reapply for a future cohort if they are not selected, and the
Primes Program Administrator shall inform each applicant of
this option.

(d) The Department, 1in consultation with the Primes
Program Administrator and Regional Primes Program Leads, shall
select a new cohort of participant contractors from each
Program Delivery Area every 18 months. Each regional cohort
shall include between 3 and 5 participants. The Program shall
cap contractors 1in the energy efficiency sector at 50% of
available cohort spots and 50% of available grants and loans,
if possible.

(e) The Department shall hire a Primes Program
Administrator with experience in leading a large
contractor-based business in Illinois; coaching and mentoring;

the Illinois clean energy industry; and working with equity
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investment eligible community members, organizations, and
businesses.

(f) The Department shall select 3 Regional Primes Program
Leads who shall report directly to the Primes Program
Administrator. The Regional Primes Program Leads shall be
located within their Program Delivery Area and have experience
in leading a large contractor-based business in Illinois;
coaching and mentoring; the Illinois clean energy industry;
developing relationships with companies in the Program
Delivery Area; and working with equity investment eligible
community members, organizations, and businesses.

(g) The Department may determine how Program elements will
be delivered or may contract with organizations with
experience delivering the Program elements described in
subsection (h) of this Section.

(h) The Clean Energy Primes Contractor Accelerator Program
shall provide participants with:

(1) a 5-year, 6-month progressive course of one-on-one
coaching to assist each participant in developing an
achievable 5-year business plan, including review of
monthly metrics, and advice on achieving participant's
goals;

(2) operational support grants not to exceed
$1,000,000 annually to support the growth of participant
contractors with access to capital for upfront project

costs and pre-development funding, among others. The
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amount of the grant shall be based on anticipated project
size and scope;

(3) business coaching Dbased on the participant's
needs;

(4) a mentorship of approximately 2 years provided by
a qualified company in the participant's field;

(5) access to Clean Energy Contractor Incubator
Program services;

(6) assistance with applying for Minority Business
Enterprise certification and other relevant certifications
and approved vendor status for programs offered by
utilities or other entities;

(7) assistance with preparing bids and Request for
Proposal applications;

(8) opportunities to be listed in any relevant
directories and databases organized by the Department of
Central Management Services;

(9) opportunities to connect with participants in
other Department programs;

(10) assistance connecting with and initiating
participation in the Illinois Power Agency's Adjustable
Block program, the Illinois Solar for All Program, and
utility programs; and

(11) financial development assistance programs such as
zero-interest and low-interest loans with the Climate Bank

as established by Article 850 of the Illinois Finance
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Authority Act or a comparable financing mechanism. The
Illinois Finance Authority shall retain authority to
determine loan repayment terms and conditions.

(i) The Primes Program Administrator shall:

(1) collect and report ©performance metrics as
described in this Section;

(2) review and assess:

(i) participant work plans and annual goals; and
(ii) the mentorship program, including approved
mentor companies and their stipend awards; and

(3) work with the Regional Primes Program Leads to
publicize the Program; design and implement a mentorship
program; and ensure participants are quickly on-boarded.
(7) The Regional Primes Program Leads shall:

(1) publicize the Program; the budget shall include
funds to pay community-based organizations with a track
record of working with equity investment eligible
communities to complete this work;

(2) recruit qualified Program applicants;

(3) assist Program applicants with the application
process;

(4) introduce participants to the Program offerings;

(5) conduct entry and annual assessments with
participants to identify training, coaching, and other
Program service needs;

(6) assist participants in developing goals on entry
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and annually, and assessing progress toward meeting the
goals;

(7) establish a metric reporting system with each
participant and track the metrics for progress against the
contractor's work plan and Program goals;

(8) assist participants in receiving their Minority
Business Enterprise certification and any other relevant
certifications and approved vendor statuses;

(9) match participants with Clean Energy Contractor
Incubator Program offerings and individualized expert
coaching, including training on working with returning
residents and companies that employ them;

(10) pair participants with a mentor company;

(11) facilitate connections between participants and
potential subcontractors and employees;

(12) dispense a participant's awarded operational
grant funding;

(13) connect participants to zero-interest and
low-interest loans from the Climate Bank as established by
Article 850 of the Illinois Finance Authority Act or a
comparable financing mechanism;

(14) encourage participants to apply for appropriate
State and private business opportunities;

(15) review a participant's progress and make a
recommendation to the Department about whether the

participant should continue in the Program, be considered
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and

and

a Program graduate, and whether adjustments should be made
to a participant's grant funding, loans, and related
services;

(16) solicit information from participants, which
participants shall be required to provide, necessary to
understand the participant's business, including financial
and income information, certifications that the
participant is seeking to obtain, and ownership, employee,
and subcontractor data, including compensation, length of
service, and demographics; and

(17) other duties as required.

(k) Performance metrics. The Primes Program Administrator
Regional Primes Program Leads shall collaborate to collect

report the following metrics quarterly to the Department

and Advisory Council:

(1) demographic information on cohort recruiting and
formation, including racial, gender, geographic
distribution data, and data on the number and percentage
of R3 residents, environmental justice community
residents, foster care alumni, and formerly convicted
persons who are cohort applicants and admitted
participants;

(2) participant contractor engagement 1in other
Illinois clean energy programs such as the Adjustable
Block program, Illinois Solar for All Program, and the

utility-run energy efficiency and electric wvehicle
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programs;

(3) retention of participants in each cohort;

(4) total projects bid, started, and completed by
participants, including information about revenue, hiring,
and subcontractor relationships with projects;

(5) certifications issued;

(6) employment data for contractor hires and industry
jobs created, including demographic, salary, length of
service, and geographic data;

(7) grants and loans distributed; and

(8) participant satisfaction with the Program.

The metrics in paragraphs (2), (4), and (6) shall be
collected from Program participants and graduates for 10 years
from their entrance into the Program to help the Department
and Program Administrators understand the Program's long-term
effect.

Data should Dbe anonymized where needed to protect
participant privacy.

The Department shall make such reports publicly available
on its website.

(1) Mentorship Program.

(1) The Regional Primes Program Leads shall recruit,
and the Primes Program Administrator shall select, with
approval from the Department, private companies with the
following qualifications to mentor participants and assist

them in succeeding in the clean energy industry:
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(i) excellent standing with state clean energy
programs;

(ii) 4 or more years of experience in their field;
and

(iii) a proven track record of success in their
field.

(2) Mentor companies may receive a stipend, determined
by the Department, for their participation. Mentor
companies may identify what level of stipend they require.

(3) The Primes Program Administrator shall develop
guidelines for mentor company-mentee profit sharing or
purchased services agreements.

(4) The Regional Primes Program Leads shall:

(1) collaborate with mentor companies and
participants to create a plan for ongoing contact such
as on-the-job training, site walkthroughs, Dbusiness
process and structure walkthroughs, quality assurance
and quality control reviews, and other relevant
activities;

(ii) recommend the mentor company-mentee pairings
and associated mentor company stipends for approval;

(iii) conduct an annual review of each mentor
company-mentee pairing and recommend whether the
pairing continues for a second year and the level of
stipend that is appropriate. The review shall also

ensure that any profit sharing and purchased services



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

SB2408 Enrolled - 50 - LRB102 11366 BMS 16699 b

agreements adhere to the guidelines established by the

Primes Program Administrator.

(5) Contractors may request reassignment to a new
mentor company.

(m) Disparity study. The Program Administrator shall
cooperate with the Illinois Power Agency in the conduct of a
disparity study, as described in subsection (c-15) of Section
1-75 of the Illinois Power Agency Act, and in the effectuation
of appropriate remedies necessary to address any
discrimination that such study may find. Potential remedies
shall include, but not be limited to, race-conscious remedies
to rapidly eliminate discrimination faced by minority
businesses and works in the industry this Program serves,
consistent with the law. Remedies shall be developed through
consultation with individuals, companies, and organizations
that have expertise on discrimination faced in the market and
potential legally permissible remedies for addressing it.
Notwithstanding any other requirement of this Section, the
Program Administrator shall modify program participation
criteria or goals as soon as the report has been published, in
such a way as 1is consistent with state and federal law, to
rapidly eliminate discrimination on minority businesses and
workers in the industry this Program serves by setting
standards for Program participation. This study will be paid
for with funds from the Energy Transition Assistance Fund or

any other lawful source.
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(n) Program budget.

(1) The Department may allocate up to $3,000,000
annually to the Primes Program Administrator for each of
the 3 regional Dbudgets from the Energy Transition
Assistance Fund.

(2) The Primes Program Administrator shall work with
the Illinois Finance Authority and the Climate Bank as
established by Article 850 of the Illinois Finance
Authority Act or comparable financing institution so that
loan loss reserves may be sufficient to underwrite
$7,000,000 in low-interest loans in each of the 3 Program
delivery areas.

(3) Any grant and loan funding shall be made available

to participants in a timely fashion.

Section 5-60. Jobs and Environmental Justice Grant
Program.

(a) In order to provide upfront capital to support the
development of projects, businesses, community organizations,
and jobs creating opportunity for historically disadvantaged
populations, and to provide seed capital to support community
ownership of renewable energy projects, the Department of
Commerce and Economic Opportunity shall create and administer
a Jobs and Environmental Justice Grant Program. The grant
program shall be designed to help remove barriers to project,

community, and business development caused by a lack of
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capital.

(b) The grant program shall provide grant awards of up to
$1,000,000 per application to support the development of
renewable energy resources as defined in Section 1-10 of the
Illinois Power Agency Act, and energy efficiency measures as
defined in Section 8-103B of the Public Utilities Act. The
amount of a grant award shall be based on a project's size and
scope. Grants shall be provided upfront, in advance of other
incentives, to provide businesses, organizations, and
community groups with capital needed to plan, develop, and
execute a project. Grants shall be designed to coordinate with
and supplement existing incentive programs, such as the
Adjustable Block program, the Illinois Solar for All Program,
the community renewable generation projects, and renewable
energy procurements as described in the Illinois Power Agency
Act, as well as wutility energy efficiency measures as
described in Section 8-103B of the Public Utilities Act.

(c) The Jobs and Environmental Justice Grant Program shall
include 2 subprograms:

(1) the Equitable Energy Future Grant Program; and
(2) the Community Solar Energy Sovereignty Grant

Program.

(d) The Equitable Energy Future Grant Program is designed
to provide seed funding and pre-development funding
opportunities for equity eligible contractors.

(1) The Equitable Energy Future Grant shall be awarded
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to businesses and nonprofit organizations for costs
related to the following activities and project needs:

(i) planning and project development, including
costs for professional services such as architecture,
design, engineering, auditing, consulting, and
developer services;

(ii) project application, deposit, and approval;

(iii) purchasing and leasing of land;

(iv) permitting and zoning;

(v) interconnection application costs and fees,
studies, and expenses;

(vi) equipment and supplies;

(vii) community outreach, marketing, and
engagement; and

(viii) staff and operations expenses.

(2) Grants shall be awarded to projects that most
effectively provide opportunities for equity eligible
contractors and equity investment eligible communities,
and should consider the following criteria:

(1) projects that provide community benefits,
which are projects that have one or more of the
following characteristics: (A) greater than 50% of the
project's energy provided or saved benefits low-income
residents, or (B) the project benefits not-for-profit
organizations providing services to low—-income

households, affordable housing owners, or
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the

community-based limited liability companies providing
services to low-income households;

(1ii) projects that are located in equity
investment eligible communities;

(iii) projects that provide on-the-job training;

(iv) projects that contract with contractors who
are participating or have participated in the Clean
Energy Contractor Incubator Program, Clean Energy
Primes Contractor Accelerator Program, or similar
programs; and

(v) projects employ a minimum of 51% of its
workforce from participants and graduates of the Clean
Jobs Workforce Network Program, Illinois Climate Works
Preapprenticeship Program, and Returning Residents
Clean Jobs Training Program.

(3) Grants shall be awarded to applicants that meet
following criteria:

(i) are equity eligible contractors per the equity
accountability systems described in subsection (c-10)
of Section 1-75 of the Illinois Power Agency Act, or
meet the equity building criteria in paragraph (9.5)
of subsection (g) of Section 8-103B of the Public
Utilities Act; and

(ii) provide demonstrable proof of a historical or
future, and persisting, long-term partnership with the

community in which the project will be located.
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(e) The Community Solar Energy Sovereignty Grant Program
shall Dbe designed to support the pre-development and
development of community solar projects that promote community
ownership and energy sovereignty.

(1) Grants shall be awarded to applicants that best
demonstrate the ability and intent to create community
ownership and other local community benefits, including
local community wealth building via community renewable
generation projects. Grants shall be prioritized to
applicants for whom:

(i) the proposed project is 1located in and
supporting an equity investment eligible community or
communities; and

(ii) the proposed project provides additional
benefits for participating low-income households.

(2) Grant funds shall be awarded to support project
pre-development work and may also be awarded to support
the development of programs and entities to assist in the
long-term governance, management, and maintenance of
community solar ©projects, such as community solar
cooperatives. For example, funds may be awarded for:

(i) early stage project planning;

(ii) project team organization;

(iii) site identification;

(iv) organizing a project business model and

securing financing;
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(v) procurement and contracting;

(vi) customer outreach and enrollment;

(vii) preliminary site assessments;

(viii) development of cooperative or community
ownership model; and

(ix) development of project models that allocate
benefits to equity investment eligible communities.

(3) Grant recipients shall submit reports to the
Department at the end of the grant term on the activities
pursued under their grant and any lessons learned for
publication on the Department's website so that other
energy sovereignty projects may learn from their
experience.

(4) Eligible applicants shall include community-based
organizations, as defined in the Illinois Power Agency's
long-term renewable resources procurement plan, or
technical service providers working in direct partnership
with community-based organizations.

(5) The amount of a grant shall be based on a projects'
size and scope. Grants shall allow for a significant
portion, or the entirety, of the grant value to be made
upfront, 1in advance of other incentives, to ensure
businesses and organizations have the capital needed to
plan, develop, and execute a project.

(f) The application process for both subprograms shall not

be burdensome on applicants, nor require extensive technical
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knowledge, and shall be able to be completed on less than 4
standard letter-sized pages.

(g) These grant subprograms may be coordinated with
low-interest and no-interest financing opportunities offered
through the Clean Energy Jobs and Justice Fund.

(h) The grant subprograms may have a budget of up to
$34,000,000 per year. No more than 25% of the allocated budget
shall go to the Community Solar Energy Sovereignty Grant

Program.

Section 5-65. Energy Workforce Advisory Council.

(a) The Energy Workforce Advisory Council is hereby
created within the Department.

(b) The Council shall consist of the following voting
members appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent
of the Senate, chosen to ensure diverse geographic
representation:

(1) two members representing trade associations
representing companies active 1n the clean energy
industries;

(2) two members representing a labor union;

(3) one member who has participated in the workforce
development programs created under this Act;

(4) two members representing higher education;

(5) two members representing economic development

organizations;
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(6) two members representing local workforce
innovation boards;

(7) two residents of environmental justice
communities;

(8) three members from community-based organizations
in environmental justice communities and community-based
organizations serving low-income persons and families;

(9) two members who are policy or implementation
experts on small business development, contractor
incubation, or small business lending and financing needs;

(10) two members who are policy or implementation
experts on workforce development for populations and
individuals such as low-income persons and families,
environmental Jjustice communities, BIPOC communities,
formerly convicted persons, persons who are or were in the
child welfare system, energy workers, gender nonconforming
and transgender individuals, and youth; and

(11) two representatives of clean energy businesses,
nonprofit organizations, or other groups that provide
clean energy.

The President of the Senate, the Minority Leader of the

Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the
Minority Leader of the House of Representatives shall each

appoint 2 nonvoting members of the Council.

(c) The Council shall:

(1) coordinate and inform on worker and contractor
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support priorities beyond current federal, State, local,
and private programs and resources;

(2) advise and produce recommendations for further
federal, State, and local programs and activities;

(3) fulfill other duties determined by the Council to
further the success of the Workforce Hubs, Incubators, and
Returning Residents Programs;

(4) review program performance metrics;

(5) provide recommendations to the Department on the
administration of the following programs:

(i) the Clean Jobs Workforce Network Program;
(ii) the Illinois Climate Works Preapprenticeship

Program;

(1ii) the Clean Energy Contractor Incubator

Program;

(iv) the Returning Residents Clean Jobs Training

Program; and

(v) the Clean Energy Primes Contractor Accelerator

Program;

(6) recommend outreach opportunities to ensure that
program contracting, training, and other opportunities are
widely publicized;

(7) participate in independent program evaluations;
and

(8) assist the Department by providing insight into

how relevant State, local, and federal programs are viewed
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by residents, businesses, and institutions within their

respective communities.

(d) The Council shall conduct its first meeting within 30
days after all members have been appointed. The Council shall
meet quarterly after its first meeting. Additional hearings
and public meetings are permitted at the discretion of the
members. The Council may meet in person or through video or
audio conference. Meeting times may be varied to accommodate
Council member schedules.

(e) Members shall serve without compensation and shall be
reimbursed for reasonable expenses incurred in the performance

of their duties from funds appropriated for that purpose.

Section 5-90. Repealer. This Act 1is repealed 24 vyears

after the effective date of this Act.

Section 5-95. The 1Illinois Finance Authority Act 1is
amended by changing Sections 801-1, 801-5, 801-10, and 801-40

and adding Article 850 as follows:

(20 ILCS 3501/801-1)

Sec. 801-1. Short Title. Articles 801 through 850 845 of
this Act may be cited as the Illinois Finance Authority Act.
References to "this Act" in Articles 801 through 850 845 are
references to the Illinois Finance Authority Act.

(Source: P.A. 95-331, eff. 8-21-07.)
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(20 ILCS 3501/801-5)

Sec. 801-5. Findings and declaration of policy. The
General Assembly hereby finds, determines and declares:

(a) that there are a number of existing State authorities
authorized to issue bonds to alleviate the conditions and
promote the objectives set forth below; and to provide a
stronger, Dbetter coordinated development effort, it is
determined to be in the interest of promoting the health,
safety, morals and general welfare of all the people of the
State to consolidate certain of such existing authorities into
one finance authority;

(b) that involuntary unemployment affects the health,
safety, morals and general welfare of the people of the State
of Illinois;

(c) that the economic burdens resulting from involuntary
unemployment fall in part upon the State in the form of public
assistance and reduced tax revenues, and in the event the
unemployed worker and his family migrate elsewhere to find
work, may also fall upon the municipalities and other taxing
districts within the areas of unemployment in the form of
reduced tax revenues, thereby endangering their financial
ability to support necessary governmental services for their
remaining inhabitants;

(d) that a vigorous growing economy is the basic source of

job opportunities;
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(e) that protection against involuntary unemployment, its
economic burdens and the spread of economic stagnation can
best be provided by promoting, attracting, stimulating and
revitalizing industry, manufacturing and commerce 1in the
State;

(f) that the State has a responsibility to help create a
favorable climate for new and improved job opportunities for
its citizens by encouraging the development of commercial
businesses and industrial and manufacturing plants within the
State;

(g) that increased availability of funds for construction
of new facilities and the expansion and improvement of
existing facilities for industrial, commercial and
manufacturing facilities will provide for new and continued
employment 1in the construction industry and alleviate the
burden of unemployment;

(h) that in the absence of direct governmental subsidies
the unaided operations of private enterprise do not provide
sufficient resources for residential construction,
rehabilitation, rental or purchase, and that support from
housing related commercial facilities 1is one means of
stimulating residential construction, rehabilitation, rental
and purchase;

(i) that it is in the public interest and the policy of
this State to foster and promote by all reasonable means the

provision of adequate capital markets and facilities for
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borrowing money by units of local government, and for the
financing of their respective public improvements and other
governmental purposes within the State from proceeds of bonds
or notes issued by those governmental units; and to assist
local governmental units in fulfilling their needs for those
purposes by use of creation of indebtedness;

(37) that it is in the public interest and the policy of
this State to the extent possible, to reduce the costs of
indebtedness to taxpayers and residents of this State and to
encourage continued investor interest in the purchase of bonds
or notes of governmental wunits as sound and preferred
securities for investment; and to encourage governmental units
to continue their independent undertakings of opublic
improvements and other governmental purposes and the financing
thereof, and to assist them in those activities by making
funds available at reduced interest costs for orderly
financing of those purposes, especially during periods of
restricted credit or money supply, and particularly for those
governmental units not otherwise able to borrow for those
purposes;

(k) that in this State the following conditions exist: (i)
an inadequate supply of funds at interest rates sufficiently
low to enable persons engaged in agriculture in this State to
pursue agricultural operations at present levels; (ii) that
such inability to pursue agricultural operations lessens the

supply of agricultural commodities available to fulfill the
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needs of the citizens of this State; (iii) that such inability
to continue operations decreases available employment in the
agricultural sector of the State and results in unemployment
and its attendant problems; (iv) that such conditions prevent
the acquisition of an adequate capital stock of farm equipment
and machinery, much of which is manufactured in this State,
therefore impairing the productivity of agricultural land and,
further, causing unemployment or lack of appropriate increase
in employment in such manufacturing; (v) that such conditions
are conducive to consolidation of acreage of agricultural land
with fewer individuals living and farming on the traditional
family farm; (vi) that these conditions result in a loss in
population, unemployment and movement of persons from rural to
urban areas accompanied by added costs to communities for
creation of new public facilities and services; (vii) that
there have been recurrent shortages of funds for agricultural
purposes from private market sources at reasonable rates of
interest; (viii) that these shortages have made the sale and
purchase of agricultural land to family farmers a virtual
impossibility 1in many parts of the State; (ix) that the
ordinary operations of private enterprise have not in the past
corrected these conditions; and (x) that a stable supply of
adequate funds for agricultural financing 1is required to
encourage family farmers in an orderly and sustained manner
and to reduce the problems described above;

(1) that for the benefit of the people of the State of
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Illinois, the conduct and increase of their commerce, the
protection and enhancement of their welfare, the development
of continued prosperity and the improvement of their health
and living conditions it is essential that all the people of
the State be given the fullest opportunity to learn and to
develop their intellectual and mental capacities and skills;
that to achieve these ends it is of the utmost importance that
private institutions of higher education within the State be
provided with appropriate additional means to assist the
people of the State 1in achieving the required levels of
learning and development of their intellectual and mental
capacities and skills and that cultural institutions within
the State be provided with appropriate additional means to
expand the services and resources which they offer for the
cultural, intellectual, scientific, educational and artistic
enrichment of the people of the State;

(m) that in order to foster civic and neighborhood pride,
citizens require access to facilities such as educational
institutions, recreation, parks and open spaces, entertainment
and sports, a reliable transportation network, cultural
facilities and theaters and other facilities as authorized by
this Act, and that it is in the best interests of the State to
lower the costs of all such facilities by providing financing
through the State;

(n) that to preserve and protect the health of the

citizens of the State, and lower the costs of health care, that
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financing for health facilities should be provided through the
State; and it is hereby declared to be the policy of the State,
in the interest of promoting the health, safety, morals and
general welfare of all the people of the State, to address the
conditions noted above, to increase job opportunities and to
retain existing jobs in the State, by making available through
the Illinois Finance Authority, hereinafter created, funds for
the development, improvement and creation of industrial,
housing, local government, educational, health, public purpose
and other projects; to issue its bonds and notes to make funds
at reduced rates and on more favorable terms for borrowing by
local governmental units through the purchase of the bonds or
notes of the governmental units; and to make or acquire loans
for the acquisition and development of agricultural
facilities; to provide financing for private institutions of
higher education, cultural institutions, health facilities and
other facilities and projects as authorized by this Act; and
to grant broad powers to the Illinois Finance Authority to
accomplish and to carry out these policies of the State which
are in the public interest of the State and of its taxpayers
and residents;

(o) that providing financing alternatives for projects
that are located outside the State that are owned, operated,
leased, managed by, or otherwise affiliated with, institutions
located within the State would promote the economy of the

State for the benefit of the health, welfare, safety, trade,
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commerce, industry, and economy of the people of the State by
creating employment opportunities in the State and lowering
the «cost of accessing healthcare, private education, or
cultural institutions in the State by reducing the cost of
financing or operating those projects; anda

(p) that the realization of the objectives of the
Authority identified in this Act including, without
limitation, those designed (1) to assist and enable veterans,
minorities, women and disabled individuals to own and operate
small businesses; (2) to assist 1in the delivery of
agricultural assistance; and (3) to aid, assist, and encourage
economic growth and development within this State, will be
enhanced by empowering the Authority to purchase loan
participations from participating lenders;-—=

(gq) that climate change threatens the health, welfare, and

prosperity of all the residents of the State;

(r) combating climate change is necessary to preserve and

enhance the health, welfare, and prosperity of all the

residents of the State;

(s) that the promotion of the development and

implementation of clean energy is necessary to combat climate

change and is hereby declared to be the policy of the State;

and

(t) that designating the Authority as the "Climate Bank"

to aid in all respects with providing financial assistance,

programs, and products to finance and otherwise develop and
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implement equitable clean energy opportunities in the State to

mitigate or adapt to the negative consequences of climate

change in an equitable manner will further the clean energy

policy of the State.

(Source: P.A. 100-919, eff. 8-17-18.)

(20 ILCS 3501/801-10)

Sec. 801-10. Definitions. The following terms, whenever
used or referred to in this Act, shall have the following
meanings, except in such instances where the context may
clearly indicate otherwise:

(a) The term "Authority" means the Illinois Finance
Authority created by this Act.

(b) The term "project" means an industrial project, clean

energy project, conservation project, housing project, public

purpose project, higher education project, health facility
project, cultural institution project, municipal bond program
project, PACE Project, agricultural facility or agribusiness,
and "project" may include any combination of one or more of the
foregoing undertaken jointly by any person with one or more
other persons.

(c) The term "public purpose project" means (i) any
project or facility, including without limitation land,
buildings, structures, machinery, equipment and all other real
and personal property, which is authorized or required by law

to be acquired, constructed, improved, rehabilitated,



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

SB2408 Enrolled - 69 - LRB102 11366 BMS 16699 b

reconstructed, replaced or maintained by any unit of
government or any other lawful public purpose, including
provision of working capital, which is authorized or required
by law to be undertaken by any unit of government or (ii) costs
incurred and other expenditures, including expenditures for
management, investment, or working capital costs, incurred in
connection with the reform, consolidation, or implementation
of the transition process as described in Articles 22B and 22C
of the Illinois Pension Code.

(d) The term "industrial project" means the acquisition,
construction, refurbishment, creation, development or
redevelopment of any facility, equipment, machinery, real
property or personal property for use by any instrumentality
of the State or its political subdivisions, for use by any
person or institution, public or private, for profit or not
for profit, or for use in any trade or business, including, but

not limited to, any industrial, manufacturing, clean enerqgy,

or commercial enterprise that is located within or outside the
State, provided that, with respect to a project involving
property located outside the State, the property must be
owned, operated, leased or managed by an entity located within
the State or an entity affiliated with an entity located
within the State, and which is (1) a capital project or clean

energy project, including, but not limited to: (i) land and

any rights therein, one or more buildings, structures or other

improvements, machinery and equipment, whether now existing or



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

SB2408 Enrolled - 70 - LRB102 11366 BMS 16699 b

hereafter acquired, and whether or not located on the same
site or sites; (i) all appurtenances and facilities
incidental to the foregoing, including, but not limited to,
utilities, access roads, railroad sidings, track, docking and
similar facilities, parking facilities, dockage, wharfage,
railroad roadbed, track, trestle, depot, terminal, switching
and signaling or related equipment, site preparation and
landscaping; and (iii) all non-capital costs and expenses
relating thereto or (2) any addition to, renovation,

rehabilitation or improvement of a capital project or a clean

energy project, or (3) any activity or undertaking within or

outside the State, provided that, with respect to a project
involving property located outside the State, the property
must be owned, operated, leased or managed by an entity
located within the State or an entity affiliated with an
entity located within the State, which the Authority
determines will aid, assist or encourage economic growth,
development or redevelopment within the State or any area
thereof, will promote the expansion, retention or
diversification of employment opportunities within the State
or any area thereof or will aid in stabilizing or developing
any industry or economic sector of the State economy. The term
"industrial project" also means the production of motion
pictures.

(e) The term "bond" or "bonds" shall include bonds, notes

(including bond, grant or revenue anticipation notes),
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certificates and/or other evidences of indebtedness
representing an obligation to pay money, including refunding
bonds.

(f) The terms "lease agreement" and "loan agreement" shall
mean: (1) an agreement whereby a project acquired by the
Authority by purchase, gift or lease is leased to any person,
corporation or unit of local government which will wuse or
cause the project to be used as a project as heretofore defined
upon terms providing for lease rental payments at least
sufficient to pay when due all principal of, interest and
premium, if any, on any bonds of the Authority issued with
respect to such project, providing for the maintenance,
insuring and operation of the project on terms satisfactory to
the Authority, providing for disposition of the project upon
termination of the lease term, including purchase options or
abandonment of the premises, and such other terms as may be
deemed desirable Dby the Authority, or (ii) any agreement
pursuant to which the Authority agrees to loan the proceeds of
its bonds issued with respect to a project or other funds of
the Authority to any person which will use or cause the project
to be used as a project as heretofore defined upon terms
providing for loan repayment installments at least sufficient
to pay when due all principal of, interest and premium, if any,
on any bonds of the Authority, if any, issued with respect to
the project, and providing for maintenance, insurance and

other matters as may be deemed desirable by the Authority.
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(g) The term "financial aid" means the expenditure of
Authority funds or funds provided by the Authority through the
issuance of its bonds, notes or other evidences of
indebtedness or from other sources for the development,
construction, acquisition or improvement of a project.

(h) The term "person" means an individual, corporation,
unit of government, business trust, estate, trust, partnership
or association, 2 or more persons having a Jjoint or common
interest, or any other legal entity.

(i) The term "unit of government" means the federal
government, the State or unit of local government, a school
district, or any agency or instrumentality, office, officer,
department, division, bureau, commission, college or
university thereof.

(j) The term "health facility" means: (a) any public or
private institution, place, building, or agency required to be
licensed under the Hospital Licensing Act; (b) any public or
private institution, place, building, or agency required to be
licensed under the Nursing Home Care Act, the Specialized
Mental Health Rehabilitation Act of 2013, the ID/DD Community
Care Act, or the MC/DD Act; (c) any public or licensed private
hospital as defined in the Mental Health and Developmental
Disabilities Code; (d) any such facility exempted from such
licensure when the Director of Public Health attests that such
exempted facility meets the statutory definition of a facility

subject to licensure; (e) any other public or private health
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service institution, place, building, or agency which the
Director of Public Health attests is subject to certification
by the Secretary, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
under the Social Security Act, as now or hereafter amended, or
which the Director of Public Health attests is subject to
standard-setting by a recognized public or voluntary
accrediting or standard-setting agency; (f) any public or
private institution, place, building or agency engaged in
providing one or more supporting services to a health
facility; (g) any public or private institution, place,
building or agency engaged in providing training in the
healing arts, including, but not limited to, schools of
medicine, dentistry, osteopathy, optometry, podiatry, pharmacy
or nursing, schools for the training of x-ray, laboratory or
other health care technicians and schools for the training of
para-professionals in the health care field; (h) any public or
private congregate, life or extended care or elderly housing
facility or any public or private home for the aged or infirm,
including, without limitation, any Facility as defined in the
Life Care Facilities Act; (i) any public or private mental,
emotional or physical rehabilitation facility or any public or
private educational, counseling, or rehabilitation facility or
home, for those persons with a developmental disability, those
who are physically i1l or disabled, the emotionally disturbed,
those persons with a mental illness or persons with learning

or similar disabilities or problems; (j) any public or private
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alcohol, drug or substance abuse diagnosis, counseling
treatment or rehabilitation facility, (k) any public or
private institution, place, building or agency licensed by the
Department of Children and Family Services or which is not so
licensed but which the Director of Children and Family
Services attests provides child care, child welfare or other
services of the type provided by facilities subject to such
licensure; (1) any public or private adoption agency or
facility; and (m) any public or private blood bank or blood
center. "Health facility" also means a public or private
structure or structures suitable primarily for wuse as a
laboratory, laundry, nurses or interns residence or other
housing or hotel facility used in whole or in part for staff,
employees or students and their families, patients or
relatives of patients admitted for treatment or care in a
health facility, or persons conducting business with a health
facility, physician's facility, surgicenter, administration
building, research facility, maintenance, storage or utility
facility and all structures or facilities related to any of
the foregoing or required or useful for the operation of a
health facility, including parking or other facilities or
other supporting service structures required or useful for the
orderly conduct of such health facility. "Health facility"
also means, with respect to a project located outside the
State, any public or private institution, place, building, or

agency which provides services similar to those described
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above, provided that such project is owned, operated, leased
or managed by a participating health institution located
within the State, or a participating health institution
affiliated with an entity located within the State.

(k) The term "participating health institution" means (i)
a private corporation or association or (ii) a public entity
of this State, in either case authorized by the laws of this
State or the applicable state to provide or operate a health
facility as defined in this Act and which, pursuant to the
provisions of this Act, undertakes the financing, construction
or acquisition of a project or undertakes the refunding or
refinancing of obligations, loans, indebtedness or advances as
provided in this Act.

(1) The term "health facility project", means a specific
health facility work or improvement to be financed or
refinanced (including without limitation through reimbursement
of prior expenditures), acquired, constructed, enlarged,
remodeled, renovated, improved, furnished, or equipped, with
funds provided in whole or in part hereunder, any accounts
receivable, working capital, liability or insurance cost or
operating expense financing or refinancing program of a health
facility with or involving funds provided in whole or in part
hereunder, or any combination thereof.

(m) The term "bond resolution" means the resolution or
resolutions authorizing the issuance of, or providing terms

and conditions related to, bonds issued under this Act and
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includes, where appropriate, any trust agreement, trust
indenture, indenture of mortgage or deed of trust providing
terms and conditions for such bonds.

(n) The term "property" means any real, personal or mixed
property, whether tangible or intangible, or any interest
therein, including, without limitation, any real estate,
leasehold interests, appurtenances, buildings, easements,
equipment, furnishings, furniture, improvements, machinery,
rights of way, structures, accounts, contract rights or any
interest therein.

(0) The term "revenues" means, with respect to any
project, the rents, fees, charges, interest, principal
repayments, collections and other income or profit derived
therefrom.

(p) The term "higher education project" means, in the case
of a private institution of higher education, an educational
facility to be acquired, constructed, enlarged, remodeled,
renovated, improved, furnished, or equipped, or any
combination thereof.

(q) The term "cultural institution project" means, in the
case of a cultural institution, a cultural facility to be
acquired, constructed, enlarged, remodeled, renovated,
improved, furnished, or equipped, or any combination thereof.

(r) The term "educational facility" means any property
located within the State, or any property located outside the

State, provided that, i1f the property is located outside the
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State, it must be owned, operated, leased or managed by an
entity located within the State or an entity affiliated with
an entity located within the State, in each case constructed
or acquired before or after the effective date of this Act,
which is or will be, in whole or in part, suitable for the
instruction, feeding, recreation or housing of students, the
conducting of research or other work of a private institution
of higher education, the use by a private institution of
higher education in connection with any educational, research
or related or incidental activities then being or to be
conducted by 1it, or any combination of the foregoing,
including, without limitation, any such property suitable for
use as or in connection with any one or more of the following:
an academic facility, administrative facility, agricultural
facility, assembly hall, athletic facility, auditorium,
boating facility, campus, communication facility, computer
facility, continuing education facility, classroom, dining
hall, dormitory, exhibition hall, fire fighting facility, fire
prevention facility, food service and preparation facility,
gymnasium, greenhouse, health care facility, hospital,
housing, instructional facility, laboratory, library,
maintenance facility, medical facility, museum, offices,
parking area, physical education facility, —recreational
facility, research facility, stadium, storage facility,
student union, study facility, theatre or utility.

(s) The term "cultural facility" means any property
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located within the State, or any property located outside the
State, provided that, i1f the property is located outside the
State, it must be owned, operated, leased or managed by an
entity located within the State or an entity affiliated with
an entity located within the State, in each case constructed
or acquired before or after the effective date of this Act,
which is or will be, in whole or in part, suitable for the
particular purposes or needs of a cultural institution,
including, without limitation, any such property suitable for
use as or in connection with any one or more of the following:
an administrative facility, aquarium, assembly hall,
auditorium, Dbotanical garden, exhibition hall, gallery,
greenhouse, library, museum, scientific laboratory, theater or
zoological facility, and shall also include, without
limitation, books, works of art or music, animal, plant or
aquatic 1life or other items for display, exhibition or
performance. The term "cultural facility" includes buildings
on the National Register of Historic Places which are owned or
operated by nonprofit entities.

(t) "Private dinstitution of higher education" means a
not-for-profit educational institution which is not owned by
the State or any political subdivision, agency,
instrumentality, district or municipality thereof, which is
authorized by law to provide a program of education beyond the
high school level and which:

(1) Admits as regular students only individuals having
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a certificate of graduation from a high school, or the
recognized equivalent of such a certificate;

(2) Provides an educational program for which it
awards a bachelor's degree, or provides an educational
program, admission into which is conditioned wupon the
prior attainment of a bachelor's degree or its equivalent,
for which it awards a postgraduate degree, or provides not
less than a 2-year program which is acceptable for full
credit toward such a degree, or offers a 2-year program in
engineering, mathematics, or the physical or biological
sciences which is designed to prepare the student to work
as a technician and at a semiprofessional level in
engineering, scientific, or other technological fields
which require the understanding and application of basic
engineering, scientific, or mathematical principles or
knowledge;

(3) Is accredited Dby a nationally recognized
accrediting agency or association @ or, if not SO
accredited, is an institution whose credits are accepted,
on transfer, by not less than 3 institutions which are so
accredited, for credit on the same basis as i1f transferred
from an institution so accredited, and holds an unrevoked
certificate of approval under the Private College Act from
the Board of Higher Education, or 1s qualified as a
"degree granting institution" under the Academic Degree

Act; and
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(4) Does not discriminate in the admission of students

on the basis of race or color. "Private institution of
higher education"” also includes any "academic
institution".

(u) The term "academic institution" means any

not-for-profit institution which is not owned by the State or
any political subdivision, agency, instrumentality, district
or municipality thereof, which institution engages in, or
facilitates academic, scientific, educational or professional
research or learning in a field or fields of study taught at a
private institution of higher education. Academic institutions

include, without limitation, libraries, archives, academic,

scientific, educational or professional societies,
institutions, associations or foundations having such
purposes.

(v) The term "cultural institution” means any

not-for-profit institution which is not owned by the State or
any political subdivision, agency, instrumentality, district
or municipality thereof, which institution engages in the
cultural, intellectual, scientific, educational or artistic
enrichment of the people of the State. Cultural institutions
include, without limitation, aquaria, Dbotanical societies,
historical societies, 1libraries, museums, performing arts
associations or societies, scientific societies and zoological
societies.

(w) The term "affiliate" means, with respect to financing
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of an agricultural facility or an agribusiness, any lender,
any person, firm or corporation controlled by, or under common
control with, such lender, and any person, firm or corporation
controlling such lender.

(x) The term "agricultural facility" means land, any
building or other improvement thereon or thereto, and any
personal properties deemed necessary or suitable for use,
whether or not now in existence, 1in farming, ranching, the
production of agricultural commodities (including, without
limitation, the products of aquaculture, hydroponics and
silviculture) or the treating, processing or storing of such
agricultural commodities when such activities are customarily
engaged in by farmers as a part of farming and which land,
building, improvement or personal property is located within
the State, or is located outside the State, provided that, if
such property is located outside the State, it must be owned,
operated, leased, or managed by an entity located within the
State or an entity affiliated with an entity located within
the State.

(yv) The term "lender" with respect to financing of an
agricultural facility or an agribusiness, means any federal or
State chartered bank, Federal Land Bank, Production Credit
Association, Bank for Cooperatives, federal or State chartered
savings and loan association or building and loan association,
Small Business Investment Company or any other institution

qualified within this State to originate and service loans,
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including, but without 1limitation to, insurance companies,
credit unions and mortgage loan companies. "Lender" also means
a wholly owned subsidiary of a manufacturer, seller or
distributor of goods or services that makes loans to
businesses or individuals, commonly known as a '"captive
finance company".

(z) The term "agribusiness" means any sole proprietorship,
limited partnership, co-partnership, joint venture,
corporation or cooperative which operates or will operate a
facility located within the State or outside the State,
provided that, if any facility is located outside the State,
it must be owned, operated, leased, or managed by an entity
located within the State or an entity affiliated with an
entity located within the State, that 1s related to the
processing of agricultural commodities (including, without
limitation, the products of aquaculture, hydroponics and
silviculture) or the manufacturing, production or construction
of agricultural buildings, structures, equipment, implements,
and supplies, or any other facilities or processes used in
agricultural production. Agribusiness 1includes but is not
limited to the following:

(1) grain handling and processing, including grain
storage, drying, treatment, conditioning, mailing and
packaging;

(2) seed and feed grain development and processing;

(3) fruit and vegetable processing, including
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preparation, canning and packaging;

(4) processing of livestock and livestock products,
dairy products, poultry and poultry products, fish or
apiarian products, including slaughter, shearing,
collecting, preparation, canning and packaging;

(5) fertilizer and agricultural chemical
manufacturing, processing, application and supplying;

(6) farm machinery, equipment and implement
manufacturing and supplying;

(7) manufacturing and supplying of agricultural
commodity processing machinery and equipment, including
machinery and equipment used in slaughter, treatment,
handling, collecting, preparation, canning or packaging of
agricultural commodities;

(8) farm building and farm structure manufacturing,
construction and supplying;

(9) construction, manufacturing, implementation,
supplying or servicing of irrigation, drainage and soil
and water conservation devices or equipment;

(10) fuel processing and development facilities that
produce fuel from agricultural commodities or byproducts;

(11) facilities and equipment for processing and
packaging agricultural commodities specifically for
export;

(12) facilities and equipment for forestry product

processing and supplying, including sawmilling operations,
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wood chip operations, timber harvesting operations, and

manufacturing of prefabricated buildings, paper, furniture

or other goods from forestry products;

(13) facilities and equipment for research and
development of products, processes and equipment for the
production, processing, preparation or packaging of
agricultural commodities and byproducts.

(aa) The term "asset" with respect to financing of any
agricultural facility or any agribusiness, means, but is not
limited to the following: cash crops or feed on hand;
livestock held for sale; breeding stock; marketable bonds and
securities; securities not readily marketable; accounts
receivable; notes receivable; cash invested in growing crops;
net cash value of life insurance; machinery and equipment;
cars and trucks; farm and other real estate including 1life
estates and personal residence; value of beneficial interests
in trusts; government payments or grants; and any other
assets.

(bb) The term "liability"™ with respect to financing of any
agricultural facility or any agribusiness shall include, but
not be limited to the following: accounts payable; notes or
other indebtedness owed to any source; taxes; rent; amounts
owed on real estate contracts or real estate mortgages;
judgments; accrued interest payable; and any other liability.

(cc) The term "Predecessor Authorities" means those

authorities as described in Section 845-75.
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(dd) The term "housing project" means a specific work or
improvement located within the State or outside the State and
undertaken to provide residential dwelling accommodations,
including the acquisition, construction or rehabilitation of
lands, buildings and community facilities and in connection
therewith to provide nonhousing facilities which are part of
the housing project, including land, buildings, improvements,
equipment and all ancillary facilities for use for offices,
stores, retirement homes, hotels, financial institutions,
service, health care, education, recreation or research
establishments, or any other commercial purpose which are or
are to be related to a housing development, provided that any
work or improvement located outside the State 1s owned,
operated, leased or managed by an entity located within the
State, or any entity affiliated with an entity located within
the State.

(ee) The term "conservation project" means any project
including the acquisition, construction, rehabilitation,
maintenance, operation, or upgrade that is intended to create
or expand open space or to reduce energy usage through
efficiency measures. For the purpose of this definition, "open
space”" has the definition set forth under Section 10 of the
Illinois Open Land Trust Act.

(ff) The term "significant presence" means the existence
within the State of the national or regional headquarters of

an entity or group or such other facility of an entity or group
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of entities where a significant amount of the business
functions are performed for such entity or group of entities.

(gg) The term "municipal bond issuer" means the State or
any other state or commonwealth of the United States, or any
unit of local government, school district, agency oOr
instrumentality, office, department, division, bureau,
commission, college or university thereof located in the State
or any other state or commonwealth of the United States.

(hh) The term "municipal bond program project" means a
program for the funding of the purchase of bonds, notes or
other obligations issued by or on behalf of a municipal bond
issuer.

(1ii) The term "participating lender" means any trust
company, bank, savings bank, credit wunion, merchant bank,
investment bank, Dbroker, investment trust, pension fund,
building and loan association, savings and loan association,
insurance company, venture capital company, or other
institution approved by the Authority which provides a portion
of the financing for a project.

(J3J) The term "loan participation" means any loan in which
the Authority co-operates with a participating lender to
provide all or a portion of the financing for a project.

(kk) The term "PACE Project" means an energy project as
defined in Section 5 of the Property Assessed Clean Energy
Act.

(11) The term "clean energy" means energy generation that
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is substantially free (90% or more) of carbon dioxide

emissions by design or operations, or that otherwise

contributes to the reduction in emissions of environmentally

hazardous materials or reduces the volume of environmentally

dangerous materials.

(mm) The term "clean energy project" means the

acquisition, construction, refurbishment, creation,

development or redevelopment of any facility, eguipment,

machinery, real property, or personal property for use by the

State or any unit of local government, school district, agency

or instrumentality, office, department, division, bureau,

commission, college, or university of the State, for use by

any person or institution, public or private, for profit or

not for profit, or for use in any trade or business, which the

Authority determines will aid, assist, or encourage the

development or implementation of clean energy in the State, or

as otherwise contemplated by Article 850.

(nn) The term "Climate Bank" means the Authority in the

exercise of those powers conferred on it by this Act related to

clean energy or clean water, drinking water, or wastewater

treatment.

(0o) "equity investment eligible community" and "eligible

community" mean the geographic areas throughout Illinois that

would most benefit from equitable investments by the State

designed to combat discrimination. Specifically, the eligible

communities shall be defined as the following areas:
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(1) R3 Areas as established pursuant to Section 10-40

of the Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act, where residents

have historically been excluded from economic

opportunities, including opportunities in the energy

sector; and

(2) Environmental justice communities, as defined by

the TIllinois Power Agency pursuant to the Illinois Power

Agency Act, where residents have historically been subject

to disproportionate burdens of pollution, including

pollution from the energy sector.

(pp) "Equity investment eligible person" and "eligible

person" mean the persons who would most benefit from equitable

investments by the State designed to combat discrimination.

Specifically, eligible persons means the following people:

(1) persons whose primary residence is in an equity

investment eligible community;

(2) persons who are graduates of or currently enrolled

in the foster care system; or

(3) persons who were formerly incarcerated.

(gq) "Environmental justice community" means the

definition of that term based on existing methodologies and

findings used and as may be updated by the Illinois Power

Agency and its program administrator in the Illinois Solar for

All Program.

(Source: P.A. 100-919, eff. 8-17-18; 101-610, eff. 1-1-20.)
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(20 ILCS 3501/801-40)

Sec. 801-40. In addition to the ©powers otherwise
authorized by law and in addition to the foregoing general
corporate powers, the Authority shall also have the following
additional specific powers to be exercised in furtherance of
the purposes of this Act.

(a) The Authority shall have power (i) to accept grants,
loans or appropriations from the federal government or the

State, or any agency or instrumentality thereof, or, in the

case of clean enerqgy projects, any not-for-profit

philanthropic or other charitable organization, public or

private, to be used for the operating expenses of the
Authority, or for any purposes of the Authority, including the
making of direct loans of such funds with respect to projects,
and (ii) to enter into any agreement with the federal
government or the State, or any agency or instrumentality
thereof, in relationship to such grants, loans or
appropriations.

(b) The Authority shall have power to procure and enter
into contracts for any type of insurance and indemnity
agreements covering loss or damage to property from any cause,
including loss of use and occupancy, or covering any other
insurable risk.

(c) The Authority shall have the continuing power to issue
bonds for its corporate purposes. Bonds may be issued by the

Authority in one or more series and may provide for the payment
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of any interest deemed necessary on such bonds, of the costs of
issuance of such bonds, of any premium on any insurance, or of
the cost of any guarantees, letters of credit or other similar
documents, may provide for the funding of the reserves deemed
necessary 1in connection with such bonds, and may provide for
the refunding or advance refunding of any bonds or for
accounts deemed necessary in connection with any purpose of
the Authority. The bonds may bear interest payable at any time
or times and at any rate or rates, notwithstanding any other
provision of law to the contrary, and such rate or rates may be
established by an index or formula which may be implemented or
established by persons appointed or retained therefor by the
Authority, or may Dbear no interest or may Dbear interest
payable at maturity or upon redemption prior to maturity, may
bear such date or dates, may be payable at such time or times
and at such place or places, may mature at any time or times
not later than 40 years from the date of issuance, may be sold
at public or private sale at such time or times and at such
price or prices, may be secured by such pledges, reserves,
guarantees, letters of credit, insurance contracts or other
similar credit support or liquidity instruments, may be
executed in such manner, may be subject to redemption prior to
maturity, may provide for the registration of the bonds, and
may be subject to such other terms and conditions all as may be
provided by the resolution or indenture authorizing the

issuance of such bonds. The holder or holders of any bonds
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issued by the Authority may bring suits at law or proceedings
in equity to compel the performance and observance by any
person or by the Authority or any of its agents or employees of
any contract or covenant made with the holders of such bonds
and to compel such person or the Authority and any of its
agents or employees to perform any duties required to be
performed for the benefit of the holders of any such bonds by
the provision of the resolution authorizing their issuance,
and to enjoin such person or the Authority and any of its
agents or employees from taking any action in conflict with
any such contract or covenant. Notwithstanding the form and
tenor of any such bonds and in the absence of any express
recital on the face thereof that it 1is non-negotiable, all
such Dbonds shall Dbe negotiable instruments. Pending the
preparation and execution of any such bonds, temporary bonds
may be issued as provided by the resolution. The bonds shall be
sold by the Authority in such manner as it shall determine. The
bonds may be secured as provided in the authorizing resolution
by the receipts, revenues, income and other available funds of
the Authority and by any amounts derived by the Authority from
the loan agreement or lease agreement with respect to the
project or projects; and bonds may be issued as general
obligations of the Authority payable from such revenues, funds
and obligations of the Authority as the bond resolution shall
provide, or may be issued as limited obligations with a claim

for payment solely from such revenues, funds and obligations
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as the bond resolution shall provide. The Authority may grant
a specific pledge or assignment of and lien on or security
interest in such rights, revenues, income, or amounts and may
grant a specific pledge or assignment of and lien on or
security interest 1in any —reserves, funds or accounts
established in the resolution authorizing the issuance of
bonds. Any such pledge, assignment, lien or security interest
for the benefit of the holders of the Authority's bonds shall
be valid and binding from the time the bonds are issued without
any physical delivery or further act, and shall be wvalid and
binding as against and prior to the claims of all other parties
having claims against the Authority or any other person
irrespective of whether the other parties have notice of the
pledge, assignment, lien or security interest. As evidence of
such pledge, assignment, lien and security interest, the
Authority may execute and deliver a mortgage, trust agreement,
indenture or security agreement or an assignment thereof. A
remedy for any breach or default of the terms of any such
agreement by the Authority may be by mandamus proceedings in
any court of competent jurisdiction to compel the performance
and compliance therewith, but the agreement may prescribe by
whom or on whose behalf such action may be instituted. It is
expressly understood that the Authority may, but need not,
acquire title to any project with respect to which it
exercises its authority.

(d) With respect to the powers granted by this Act, the
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Authority may adopt rules and regulations prescribing the
procedures by which persons may apply for assistance under
this Act. Nothing herein shall be deemed to preclude the
Authority, prior to the filing of any formal application, from
conducting preliminary discussions and investigations with
respect to the subject matter of any prospective application.

(e) The Authority shall have power to acquire by purchase,
lease, gift or otherwise any property or rights therein from
any person useful for its purposes, whether improved for the
purposes of any prospective project, or unimproved. The
Authority may also accept any donation of funds for its
purposes from any such source. The Authority shall have no
independent power of condemnation but may acquire any property
or rights therein obtained upon condemnation by any other
authority, governmental entity or unit of local government
with such power.

(f) The Authority shall have power to develop, construct
and improve either wunder its own direction, or through
collaboration with any approved applicant, or to acqguire
through purchase or otherwise, any project, using for such
purpose the proceeds derived from the sale of its bonds or from
governmental loans or grants, and to hold title in the name of
the Authority to such projects.

(g) The Authority shall have power to lease pursuant to a
lease agreement any project so developed and constructed or

acquired to the approved tenant on such terms and conditions
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as may be appropriate to further the purposes of this Act and
to maintain the credit of the Authority. Any such lease may
provide for either the Authority or the approved tenant to
assume initially, in whole or in part, the costs of
maintenance, repair and improvements during the leasehold
period. In no case, however, shall the total rentals from any
project during any initial leasehold period or the total loan
repayments to be made pursuant to any loan agreement, be less
than an amount necessary to return over such lease or loan
period (1) all «costs incurred in connection with the
development, construction, acguisition or improvement of the
project and for repair, maintenance and improvements thereto
during the period of the lease or loan; provided, however,
that the rentals or loan repayments need not include costs met
through the use of funds other than those obtained by the
Authority through the issuance of its bonds or governmental
loans; (2) a reasonable percentage additive to be agreed upon
by the Authority and the borrower or tenant to cover a properly
allocable portion of the Authority's general expenses,
including, Dbut not limited to, administrative expenses,
salaries and general insurance, and (3) an amount sufficient
to pay when due all principal of, interest and premium, if any
on, any bonds issued by the Authority with respect to the
project. The portion of total rentals payable under clause (3)
of this subsection (g) shall be deposited in such special

accounts, including all sinking funds, acquisition or
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construction funds, debt service and other funds as provided
by any resolution, mortgage or trust agreement of the
Authority pursuant to which any bond is issued.

(h) The Authority has the power, upon the termination of
any leasehold period of any project, to sell or lease for a
further term or terms such project on such terms and
conditions as the Authority shall deem reasonable and
consistent with the purposes of the Act. The net proceeds from
all such sales and the revenues or income from such leases
shall be used to satisfy any indebtedness of the Authority
with respect to such project and any balance may be used to pay
any expenses of the Authority or be used for the further
development, construction, acquisition or improvement of
projects. In the event any project is vacated by a tenant prior
to the termination of the initial leasehold period, the
Authority shall sell or lease the facilities of the project on
the most advantageous terms available. The net proceeds of any
such disposition shall be treated in the same manner as the
proceeds from sales or the revenues or income from leases
subsequent to the termination of any initial leasehold period.

(1) The Authority shall have the power to make loans, or to
purchase loan participations in loans made, to persons to
finance a project, to enter into loan agreements or agreements
with participating lenders with respect thereto, and to accept
guarantees from persons of its loans or the resultant

evidences of obligations of the Authority.
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(j) The Authority may fix, determine, charge and collect
any premiums, fees, charges, costs and expenses, including,
without limitation, any application fees, commitment fees,
program fees, financing charges or publication fees from any
person in connection with its activities under this Act.

(k) In addition to the funds established as provided
herein, the Authority shall have the power to create and
establish such reserve funds and accounts as may be necessary
or desirable to accomplish its purposes under this Act and to
deposit its available monies into the funds and accounts.

(1) At the request of the governing body of any unit of
local government, the Authority is authorized to market such
local government's revenue bond offerings by preparing bond
issues for sale, advertising for sealed bids, receiving bids
at its offices, making the award to the bidder that offers the
most favorable terms or arranging for negotiated placements or
underwritings of such securities. The Authority may, at its
discretion, offer for concurrent sale the revenue bonds of
several local governments. Sales by the Authority of revenue
bonds under this Section shall in no way imply State guarantee
of such debt issue. The Authority may require such financial
information from participating local governments as it deems
necessary 1in order to <carry out the purposes of this
subsection (1).

(m) The Authority may make grants to any county to which

Division 5-37 of the Counties Code is applicable to assist in
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the financing of capital development, construction and
renovation of new or existing facilities for hospitals and
health care facilities under that Act. Such grants may only be
made from funds appropriated for such purposes from the Build
Illinois Bond Fund.

(n) The Authority may establish an urban development
action grant program for the purpose of assisting
municipalities din Illinois which are experiencing severe
economic distress to help stimulate economic development
activities needed to aid in economic recovery. The Authority
shall determine the types of activities and projects for which
the urban development action grants may be used, provided that
such projects and activities are broadly defined to include
all reasonable projects and activities the primary objectives
of which are the development of wviable urban communities,
including decent housing and a suitable living environment,
and expansion of economic opportunity, principally for persons
of low and moderate incomes. The Authority shall enter into
grant agreements from monies appropriated for such purposes
from the Build Illinois Bond Fund. The Authority shall monitor
the use of the grants, and shall provide for audits of the
funds as well as recovery by the Authority of any funds
determined to have been spent in violation of this subsection
(n) or any rule or regulation promulgated hereunder. The
Authority shall provide technical assistance with regard to

the effective use of the urban development action grants. The



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

SB2408 Enrolled - 98 - LRB102 11366 BMS 16699 b

Authority shall file an annual report to the General Assembly
concerning the progress of the grant program.

(0) The Authority may establish a Housing Partnership
Program whereby the Authority provides zero-interest loans to
municipalities for the purpose of assisting in the financing
of projects for the rehabilitation of affordable multi-family
housing for low and moderate income residents. The Authority
may provide such loans only upon a municipality's providing
evidence that it has obtained private funding for the
rehabilitation project. The Authority shall provide 3 State
dollars for every 7 dollars obtained by the municipality from
sources other than the State of Illinois. The loans shall be
made from monies appropriated for such purpose from the Build
Illinois Bond Fund. The total amount of loans available under
the Housing Partnership Program shall not exceed $30,000,000.
State loan monies under this subsection shall be used only for
the acquisition and rehabilitation of existing buildings
containing 4 or more dwelling units. The terms of any loan made
by the municipality under this subsection shall require
repayment of the loan to the municipality upon any sale or
other transfer of the project. In addition, the Authority may
use any moneys appropriated for such purpose from the Build
Illinois Bond Fund, including funds loaned wunder this
subsection and repaid as principal or interest, and investment
income on such funds, to make the loans authorized by

subsection (z), without regard to any restrictions or
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limitations provided in this subsection.

(p) The Authority may award grants to universities and
research institutions, research consortiums and other
not-for-profit entities for the purposes of: remodeling or
otherwise physically altering existing laboratory or research
facilities, expansion or physical additions to existing
laboratory or research facilities, construction of new
laboratory or research facilities or acquisition of modern
equipment to support laboratory or <research operations
provided that such grants (i) be used solely in support of
project and equipment acquisitions which enhance technology
transfer, and (ii) not constitute more than 60 percent of the
total project or acquisition cost.

(qg) Grants may be awarded by the Authority to units of
local government for the purpose of developing the appropriate
infrastructure or defraying other costs to the local
government in support of laboratory or research facilities
provided that such grants may not exceed 40% of the cost to the
unit of local government.

(r) In addition to the powers granted to the Authority
under subsection (i), and in all cases supplemental to it, the
Authority may establish a direct loan program to make loans
to, or may purchase participations in loans made Dby
participating lenders to, individuals, partnerships,
corporations, or other business entities for the purpose of

financing an industrial project, as defined in Section 801-10
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of this Act. For the purposes of such program and not by way of
limitation on any other program of the Authority, including,
without limitation, programs established under subsection (i),
the Authority shall have the power to issue bonds, notes, or
other evidences of indebtedness including commercial paper for
purposes of providing a fund of capital from which it may make
such loans. The Authority shall have the power to use any
appropriations from the State made -especially for the
Authority's direct loan program, or moneys at any time held by
the Authority under this Act outside the State treasury in the
custody of either the Treasurer of the Authority or a trustee
or depository appointed by the Authority, for additional
capital to make such loans or purchase such loan
participations, or for the purposes of reserve funds or
pledged funds which secure the Authority's obligations of
repayment of any bond, note or other form of indebtedness
established for the purpose of providing capital for which it
intends to make such loans or purchase such loan
participations. For the purpose of obtaining such capital, the
Authority may also enter 1into agreements with financial
institutions, participating lenders, and other persons for the
purpose of administering a loan participation program, selling
loans or developing a secondary market for such loans or loan
participations. Loans made under the direct loan program
specifically established under this subsection (r), including

loans under such program made by participating lenders in
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which the Authority purchases a participation, may be in an
amount not to exceed $600,000 and shall be made for a portion
of an industrial project which does not exceed 50% of the total
project. No loan may be made by the Authority unless approved
by the affirmative vote of at least 8 members of the board. The
Authority shall establish procedures and publish rules which
shall provide for the submission, review, and analysis of each
direct loan and loan participation application and which shall
preserve the ability of each board member and the Executive
Director, as applicable, to reach an individual business
judgment regarding the propriety of each direct loan or loan
participation. The collective discretion of the board to
approve or disapprove each loan shall be unencumbered. The
Authority may establish and collect such fees and charges,
determine and enforce such terms and conditions, and charge
such interest rates as it determines to be necessary and
appropriate to the successful administration of the direct
loan program, including purchasing loan participations. The
Authority may require such interests in collateral and such
guarantees as 1t determines are necessary to protect the
Authority's interest in the repayment of the principal and
interest of each loan and loan participation made under the
direct loan program. The restrictions established under this
subsection (r) shall not be applicable to any loan or loan
participation made under subsection (i) or to any loan or loan

participation made under any other Section of this Act.
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(s) The Authority may guarantee private loans to third
parties up to a specified dollar amount in order to promote
economic development in this State.

(t) The Authority may adopt rules and regulations as may
be necessary or advisable to implement the powers conferred by
this Act.

(u) The Authority shall have the power to issue bonds,
notes or other evidences of indebtedness, which may be used to
make loans to units of local government which are authorized
to enter into loan agreements and other documents and to issue
bonds, notes and other evidences of indebtedness for the
purpose of financing the protection of storm sewer outfalls,
the construction of adequate storm sewer outfalls, and the
provision for flood protection of sanitary sewage treatment
plans, in counties that have established a stormwater
management planning committee 1n accordance with Section
5-1062 of the Counties Code. Any such loan shall be made by the
Authority pursuant to the provisions of Section 820-5 to
820-60 of this Act. The unit of local government shall pay back
to the Authority the principal amount of the loan, plus annual
interest as determined by the Authority. The Authority shall
have the power, subject to appropriations by the General
Assembly, to subsidize or buy down a portion of the interest on
such loans, up to 4% per annum.

(v) The Authority may accept security interests as

provided in Sections 11-3 and 11-3.3 of the Illinois Public
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Aid Code.

(w) Moral Obligation. In the event that the Authority
determines that monies of the Authority will not be sufficient
for the payment of the principal of and interest on its bonds
during the next State fiscal year, the Chairperson, as soon as
practicable, shall certify to the Governor the amount required
by the Authority to enable it to pay such principal of and
interest on the bonds. The Governor shall submit the amount so
certified to the General Assembly as soon as practicable, but
no later than the end of the current State fiscal year. This
subsection shall apply only to any bonds or notes as to which
the Authority shall have determined, in the resolution
authorizing the issuance of the bonds or notes, that this
subsection shall apply. Whenever the Authority makes such a
determination, that fact shall be plainly stated on the face
of the bonds or notes and that fact shall also be reported to
the Governor. In the event of a withdrawal of moneys from a
reserve fund established with respect to any issue or issues
of bonds of the Authority to pay principal or interest on those
bonds, the Chairperson of the Authority, as soon as
practicable, shall certify to the Governor the amount required
to restore the reserve fund to the level required in the
resolution or indenture securing those bonds. The Governor
shall submit the amount so certified to the General Assembly
as soon as practicable, but no later than the end of the

current State fiscal year. The Authority shall obtain written



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

SB2408 Enrolled - 104 - LRB102 11366 BMS 16699 b

approval from the Governor for any bonds and notes to be issued
under this Section. In addition to any other bonds authorized
to be i1ssued under Sections 825-60, 825-65(e), 830-25 and
845-5, the principal amount of Authority bonds outstanding
issued under this Section 801-40(w) or under 20 ILCS 3850/1-80
or 30 ILCS 360/2-6(c), which have been assumed by the
Authority, shall not exceed $150,000,000. This subsection (w)
shall in no way be applied to any bonds issued by the Authority
on behalf of the Illinois Power Agency under Section 825-90 of
this Act.

(x) The Authority may enter into agreements or contracts
with any person necessary or appropriate to place the payment
obligations of the Authority under any of its bonds in whole or
in part on any interest rate basis, cash flow basis, or other
basis desired by the Authority, including without limitation
agreements or contracts commonly known as "interest rate swap
agreements", "forward payment conversion agreements", and
"futures", or agreements or contracts to exchange cash flows
or a series of payments, or agreements or contracts, including
without limitation agreements or contracts commonly known as
"options", "puts", or "calls", to hedge payment, rate spread,
or similar exposure; provided that any such agreement or
contract shall not constitute an obligation for borrowed money
and shall not be taken into account under Section 845-5 of this
Act or any other debt limit of the Authority or the State of

Illinois.
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(y) The Authority shall publish summaries of projects and
actions approved by the members of the Authority on its
website. These summaries shall include, but not be limited to,
information regarding the:

(1) project;

(2) Board's action or actions;

(3) purpose of the project;

(4) Authority's program and contribution;
(5) volume cap;

(6) jobs retained;

(7) projected new jobs;

(8) construction jobs created;

(9) estimated sources and uses of funds;

(10) financing summary;

(11) project summary;

(12) business summary;

(13) ownership or economic disclosure statement;
(14) professional and financial information;
(15) service area; and

(16) legislative district.

The disclosure of information pursuant to this subsection
shall comply with the Freedom of Information Act.

(z) Consistent with the findings and declaration of policy
set forth in item (j) of Section 801-5 of this Act, the
Authority shall have the power to make loans to the Police

Officers' Pension Investment Fund authorized Dby Section
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22B-120 of the Illinois Pension Code and to make loans to the
Firefighters' Pension Investment Fund authorized by Section
22C-120 of the Illinois Pension Code. Notwithstanding anything
in this Act to the contrary, loans authorized by Section
22B-120 and Section 22C-120 of the Illinois Pension Code may
be made from any of the Authority's funds, including, but not
limited to, funds in its Illinois Housing Partnership Program
Fund, its Industrial Project Insurance Fund, or its Illinois
Venture Investment Fund.

(Source: P.A. 100-919, eff. 8-17-18; 101-610, eff. 1-1-20.)

(20 ILCS 3501/Art. 850 heading new)

ARTICLE 850

GENERAL PROVISIONS

(20 ILCS 3501/850-5 new)

Sec. 850-5. Climate Bank. The General Assembly designates

the Authority as the Climate Bank to aid in all respects with

providing financial assistance, programs, and products to

finance and otherwise develop and facilitate opportunities to

develop clean energy and provide clean water, drinking water,

and wastewater treatment in the State. Nothing in this Section

shall be deemed to supersede powers and regulatory duties

conferred to other State agencies or governmental units.

(20 ILCS 3501/850-10 new)
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Sec. 850-10. Powers and duties.

(a) The Authority shall have the powers enumerated in this

Act to assist in the development and implementation of clean

energy in the State. The powers enumerated in this Article

shall be in addition to all other powers of the Authority

conferred in this Act, including those related to clean enerqgy

and the provision of <clean water, drinking water, and

wastewater treatment. The powers of the Authority to issue

bonds, notes, and other obligations to finance loans

administered by the TIllinois Environmental Protection Agency

under the Public Water Supply Loan Program or the Water

Pollution Control Loan Program or other similar programs shall

not be limited or otherwise affected by this amendatory Act of

the 102nd General Assembly.

(b) In its role as the Climate Bank of the State, the

Authority shall have the power to: (i) administer programs and

funds appropriated by the General Assembly for clean energy

projects in eligible communities and environmental Jjustice

communities or owned by eligible persons, (1i) support

investment 1in the clean energy and clean water, drinking

water, and wastewater treatment, (iii) support and otherwise

promote investment 1in clean energy projects to foster the

growth, development, and commercialization of clean energy

projects and related enterprises, and (iv) stimulate demand

for clean energy and the development of clean energy projects.

(c) In addition to, and not in limitation of, any other




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

SB2408 Enrolled - 108 - LRB102 11366 BMS 16699 b

power of the Authority set forth in this Section or any other

provisions of the general statutes, the Authority shall have

and may exercise the following powers in furtherance of or in

carrying out its clean energy powers and purposes:

(1) To enter into joint ventures and invest in and

participate with any person, including, without

limitation, government entities and private corporations,

engaged primarily in the development of clean energy

projects, provided that members of the Authority or

officers may serve as directors, members, or officers of

any such business entity, and such service shall be deemed

to be in the discharge of the duties or within the scope of

the employment of any such member or officer, or Authority

or officers, as the case may be, so long as such member or

officer does not receive any compensation or direct or

indirect financial benefit as a result of serving in such

role.

(2) To utilize funding sources, including, but not

limited to:

(A) funds repurposed from existing programs

providing financing support for clean energy projects,

provided any transfer of funds from such existing

programs shall be subject to approval by the General

Assembly and shall be used for expenses of financing,

grants, and loans;

(B) any federal funds that can be used for clean
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energy purposes;

(C) charitable gifts, grants, and contributions as

well as loans from individuals, corporations,

university endowment funds, and philanthropic

foundations for clean energy projects or for the

provision of clean water, drinking water, and

wastewater treatment; and

(D) earnings and interest derived from financing

support activities for clean energy projects financed

by the Authority.

(3) To enter into contracts with private sources to

raise capital.

(d) The Authority may finance working capital, refinance

outstanding indebtedness of any person, and otherwise assist

in the investment of equity from any source, public or

private, in connection with clean energy projects or any other

projects authorized by this Act.

(e¢) The Authority may assess reasonable fees on its

financing activities to cover its —reasonable costs and

expenses, as determined by the Authority.

(f) The Authority shall make information regarding the

rates, terms and conditions for all of its financing support

transactions available to the public for inspection, including

formal annual reviews by both a private auditor and the

Comptroller, and providing details to the public on the

Internet, provided public disclosure shall be restricted for
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patentable ideas, trade secrets, and proprietary or

confidential commercial or financial information, disclosure

of which may cause commercial harm to a nongovernmental

recipient of such financing support and for other information

exempt from public records disclosure pursuant to Section

1-210.

(20 ILCS 3501/850-15 new)

Sec. 850-15. Purposes; Climate Bank. In its role as the

Climate Bank for the State, the Authority shall consider the

following purposes:

(1) the distribution of the benefits of clean energy

in an eqgquitable manner, including by evaluating benefits

to eligible communities and equity investment eligible

persons;

(2) making clean energy accessible to all, especially

eligible persons, through financing opportunities and

grants for minority-owned businesses, as defined in the

Business Enterprise for Minorities, Women, and Persons

with Disabilities Act, and for low-income communities,

eligible communities, environmental justice communities,

and the businesses that serve these communities; and

(3) accelerating the investment of private capital

into clean energy projects in a manner reflective of the

geographic, racial, ethnic, gender, and income-level

diversity of the State.
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Article 10. Energy Community Reinvestment Act

Section 10-1. Short title. This Article may be cited as
the Energy Community Reinvestment Act. References in this

Article to "this Act" mean this Article.

Section 10-5. Findings. The General Assembly finds that,
as part of putting Illinois on a path to 100% renewable energy,
the State of Illinois should ensure a just transition to that
goal, providing support for the transition of Illinois'
communities and workers impacted by closures or reduced use of
fossil fuel power plants, nuclear power plants, or coal mines
by allocating new economic development resources for business
tax incentives, workforce training, site clean-up and reuse,
and local tax revenue replacement.

The General Assembly finds and declares that the health,
safety, and welfare of the people of this State are dependent
upon a healthy economy and vibrant communities; that the
closure of fossil fuel power plants, nuclear power plants, and
coal mines across this State have a significant impact on
their surrounding communities; that the expansion of renewable
energy creates job growth and contributes to the health,
safety, and welfare of the people of this State; that the
continual encouragement, development, growth, and expansion of

renewable energy within this State requires a cooperative and
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continuous partnership between government and the renewable
energy sector; and that there are certain areas in this State
that have lost, or will lose, jobs due to the closure of fossil
fuel power plants, nuclear power plants, and coal mines and
need the particular attention of government, labor, and the
residents of Illinois to help attract new investment into
these areas and directly aid the 1local community and its
residents.

Therefore, it is declared to be the purpose of this Act to
explore ways of stimulating the growth of new private
investment, including renewable energy investment, in this
State and to foster job growth in areas impacted by the closure

of coal energy plants, coal mines, and nuclear energy plants.

Section 10-10. Definitions. As used in this Act, unless
the context otherwise requires:

"Agencies" or "State agencies" has the same meaning as
"State agencies" under Section 1-7 of the Illinois State
Auditing Act.

"Commission" means the Energy Transition Workforce
Commission created in Section 10-15.

"Department" means the Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity.

"Displaced energy worker" means an energy worker who has
lost employment, or 1is anticipated by the Department to lose

employment within the next 5 vyears, due to the reduced
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operation or closure of a fossil fuel power plant, nuclear
power plant, or coal mine.

"Energy worker" means a person who has been employed
full-time for a period of one year or longer, and within the
previous 5 years, at a fossil fuel power plant, a nuclear power
plant, or a coal mine located within the State of Illinois,
whether or not they are employed by the owner of the power
plant or mine. Energy workers are considered to be full-time
if they work at least 35 hours per week for 45 weeks a year or
the 1,820 work-hour equivalent with vacations, paid holidays,
and sick time, but not overtime, included in this computation.
Classification of an individual as an energy worker continues
for 5 years from the latest date of employment or the effective
date of this Act, whichever is later.

"Environmental justice communities" shall have the meaning
set forth in Section 1-56 of the Illinois Power Agency Act and
the most recent Commission-approved long-term renewable
resources procurement plan of the Illinois Power Agency.

"Investor-owned electric generating plant" means an
electric generating unit or fossil fuel-fired unit that has a
nameplate capacity or serves a generator that has a nameplate
capacity greater than 25Mwe and that produces electricity,
including, but not 1limited to, coal-fired, coal-derived,
oil-fired, natural gas-fired, and cogeneration units.

"Local labor market area" means an economically integrated

area within which individuals reside and find employment
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within a reasonable distance of their places of residence or
can readily change Jjobs without changing their places of
residence.

"Low-income" means persons and families whose income does
not exceed 80% of area median income, adjusted for family size
and revised every 2 years.

"Renewable energy enterprise" means a company that 1is
engaged in the production, manufacturing, distribution, or
development of renewable energy resources and associated
technologies.

"Renewable energy project" means a project conducted by a
renewable energy enterprise for the purpose of generating
renewable energy resources or energy storage.

"Renewable energy resources" has the meaning set forth in
Section 1-10 of the Illinois Power Agency Act.

"Rule" has the meaning set forth in Section 1-70 of the

Illinois Administrative Procedure Act.

Section 10-15. Energy Transition Workforce Commission.

(a) The Energy Transition Workforce Commission is hereby
created within the Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity.

(b) The Commission shall consist of the following members:

(1) the Director of Commerce and Economic Opportunity;
(2) the Director of Labor, or his or her designee, who

shall serve as chairperson;
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(3) 5 members appointed by the Governor, with the
advice and consent of the Senate, of which at least one
shall be a representative of a local labor organization,
at least one shall be a resident of an environmental
justice community, at least one shall be a representative
of a national labor organization, and at least one shall
be a representative of the administrator of workforce
training programs created by this Act. Designees shall be
appointed within 60 days after a vacancy; and

(4) the 3 Regional Administrators selected under
Section 5-15 of the Energy Transition Act.

(c) Members of the Commission shall serve without
compensation, but may be reimbursed for necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties from funds
appropriated for that purpose. The Department of Commerce and
Economic Opportunity shall provide administrative support to
the Commission.

(d) Within 240 days after the effective date of this Act,
and in consultation with the Department of Revenue and the
Environmental Protection Agency, the Commission shall produce
an Energy Transition Workforce Report regarding the
anticipated impact of the energy transition and a
comprehensive set of recommendations to address changes to the
Il1linois workforce during the period of 2020 through 2050, or
a later year. The report shall contain the following elements,

designed to be used for the programs created in this Act:
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(1) Information related to the impact on current

workers, including:

(A) a comprehensive accounting of all employees
who currently work in fossil fuel energy generation,
nuclear energy generation, and coal mining in the
State; upon receipt of the employee's written
authorization for the employer's release of such
information to the Commission, this shall include
information on their location, employer, salary
ranges, full-time or part-time status, nature of their
work, educational attainment, union status, and other
factors the Commission finds relevant;

(B) the anticipated schedule of closures of fossil
fuel power plants, nuclear power plants, and coal
mines across the State; when information is
unavailable to provide exact data, the report shall
include approximations based upon the best available
information; and

(C) an estimate of worker impacts due to scheduled
closures, including layoffs, early retirements, salary
changes, and other factors the Commission finds
relevant.

(2) Information regarding impact on communities and

local governments, including:

(A) changes in the revenue for units of 1local

government in areas that currently or recently have
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had a closure or reduction in operation of a fossil

fuel power plant, nuclear power plant, coal mine, or

related industry;

(B) environmental impacts in areas that currently
or recently have had fossil fuel power plants, coal
mines, nuclear power plants, or related industry; and

(C) economic impacts of the energy transition,
including, but not limited to, the supply chain
impacts of the energy transition shift toward new
energy sources across the State.

(3) Information on emerging industries and State
economic development opportunities in regions that have
historically been the site of fossil fuel power plants,
nuclear power plants, or coal mining.

(e) The Department shall periodically review its findings
in the developed reports and make modifications to the report
and programs based on new findings. The Department shall
conduct a comprehensive reevaluation of the report, and
publish a modified wversion, on each of the following years
following initial publication: 2023; 2027; 2030; 2035; 2040;
and any year thereafter which the Department determines is

necessary or prudent.

Section 10-20. Energy Transition Community Grants.
(a) Subject to appropriation, the Department shall

establish an Energy Transition Community Grant Program to
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award grants to promote economic development 1in eligible
communities.

(b) Funds shall be made available from the Energy
Transition Assistance Fund to the Department to provide these
grants.

(c) Communities eligible to receive these grants must meet
one or more of the following:

(1) the area contains a fossil fuel or nuclear power
plant that was retired from service or has significantly
reduced service within 6 years before the application for
designation or will be retired or have service
significantly reduced within 6 years following the
application for designation;

(2) the area contains a coal mine that was closed or
had operations significantly reduced within 6 years before
the application for designation or is anticipated to be
closed or have operations significantly reduced within 6
years following the application for designation; or

(3) the area contains a nuclear power plant that was
decommissioned, but continued storing nuclear waste before
the effective date of this Act.

(d) Local units of governments in eligible areas may join
with any other local unit of government, economic development
organization, local educational institutions, community-based
groups, or with any number or combination thereof to apply for

the Energy Transition Community Grant.
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(e) To receive grant funds, an eligible community must
submit an application to the Department, using a form
developed by the Department.

(f) For grants awarded to counties or other entities that
are not the city that hosts or has hosted the investor-owned
electric generating plant, a resolution of support for the
project from the city or cities that hosts or has hosted the
investor-owned electric generating plant is required to be
submitted with the application.

(g) Grants must be used to plan for or address the economic
and social dimpact on the community or region of plant
retirement or transition.

(h) Project applications shall include community input and
consultation with a diverse set of stakeholders, including,
but not limited to: Regional Planning Councils, where
applicable; economic development organizations; low-income or
environmental justice communities; educational institutions;
elected and appointed officials; organizations representing
workers; and other relevant organizations.

(1) Grant costs are authorized to procure third-party
vendors for grant writing and implementation costs, including
for guidance and opportunities to apply for additional
federal, State, local, and private funding resources. If the
application is approved for pre-award, one-time reimbursable
costs to apply for the Energy Transition Community Grant are

authorized up to 3% of the award.
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(7J) Units of local government that are taxing authorities
for a nuclear plant that was decommissioned before January 1,
2021 shall receive grants in proportional shares of $15 per
kilogram of spent nuclear fuel stored at such a facility, less
any payments made to such communities from the federal
government based on the amount of waste stored at a

decommissioned nuclear plant and any property tax payments.

Section 10-25. Displaced Energy Workers Bill of Rights.

(a) The Department, in collaboration with the Department
of Employment Security, shall have the authority to implement
the Displaced Energy Workers Bill of Rights, and shall be
responsible for the implementation of the Displaced Energy
Workers Bill of Rights programs and rights created under this
Section. For purposes of this Section, "closure" means the
permanent shutdown of an electric generating unit or coal
mine. The Department shall provide the following benefits to
displaced energy workers listed in paragraphs (1) through (4)
of this subsection:

(1) Advance notice of power plant or coal mine
closure.

(A) The Department shall notify all energy workers
of the upcoming closure of any qualifying facility as
far in advance of the scheduled closing date as it can.
The Department shall engage the employer and energy

workers no later than within 30 days of a closure or
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deactivation notice being filed by the plant owner to
the Regional Transmission Organization of
jurisdiction, within 30 days of the announced closure
of a coal mine, within 30 days of a WARN notice being
filed with the Department, or within 30 days of an
announcement or requirement of cessation of operations
of a plant or mine from another authoritative source,
whichever is first.

(B) In providing the advance notice described in
this paragraph (1), the Department shall take
reasonable steps to ensure that all displaced energy
workers are educated on the various programs available
through the Department to assist with the energy
transition.

(2) Education on programs. The Department shall take
reasonable steps to ensure that all displaced energy
workers are educated on the various programs available
through the Department to assist with the energy
transition, including, but not limited to, the Illinois
Dislocated Worker and Rapid Response programs. The
Department will develop an outreach strategy, workforce
toolkit and quick action plan to deploy when closures are
announced. This strategy will include identifying any
additional resources that may be needed to aid worker
transitions that would require contracting services.

(3) The Department shall provide information and
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consultation to displaced energy workers on various
employment and educational opportunities available to
them, supportive services, and advise workers on which
opportunities meet their skills, needs, and preferences.

(A) Available services will include reemployment
services, training services, work-based learning
services, and financial and retirement planning
support.

(B) The Department will provide skills matching as
part of career counseling services to enable
assessment of the displaced energy worker's skills and
map those skills to emerging occupations in the region
or nationally, or both, depending on the displaced
worker's preferences.

(C) For energy workers who may be interested in
entrepreneurial pursuits, the Department will connect
these individuals with their area Small Business
Development Center, procurement technical assistance
centers, and economic development organization to
engage 1n services, 1including, but not limited to,
business consulting, business planning, regulatory
compliance, marketing, training, accessing capital,
and government bid certification assistance.

(4) Financial planning services. Displaced energy
workers shall be entitled to services as described in the

energy worker programs 1in this subsection, including
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financial planning services.

(b) Plant owners and the owners of coal mines located in
Illinois shall be required to comply with the requirements set
out in this subsection (b). The owners shall be required to
take the following actions:

(1) Provide written notice of deactivation or closure
filing with the Regional Transmission Organization of
jurisdiction to the Department within 48 hours, if
applicable.

(2) Provide employment information for energy workers;
90 days prior to the closure of an electric generating
unit or mine, the owners of the power plant or mine shall
provide energy workers information on whether there are
employment opportunities provided by their employer.

(3) Annually report to the Department on announced
closures of qualifying facilities. The report must include
information on expected closure date, number of employees,
planning processes, services offered for employees (such
as training opportunities) leading up to the closure,
efforts made to retain employees through other employment
opportunities within the company, and any other
information that the Department requires in order to
implement this Section.

(4) Ninety days prior to closure date, provide a final
closure report to the Department that includes expected

closure date, number of employees and salaries, transition
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support the company is providing to employee and
timelines, including assistance for training
opportunities, transportation support or child care
resources to attend training, career counseling, resume
support, and others. The closure report will be made
available to the chief elected official of each municipal
and county government within which the employment loss,
relocation, or mass layoff occurs. It shall not be made
publicly available.

(5) Ninety days prior to closure date, provide job
descriptions for each employee at the plant or mine to the
Department and the entity providing career and training
counseling.

(6) Ninety days prior to closure date, make available
to the Department and the entity providing career and
training counseling any industry-related certifications
and on-the-job training the employee earned to allow union
training programs, community colleges, or other
certification programs to award credit for life
experiences 1in order to reduce the amount of time to
complete training, certificates, or degrees for the

dislocated employee.

Section 10-30. Displaced Energy Worker Dependent

Transition Scholarship.

(a) Subject to appropriation, the benefits of this Section
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shall be administered by and paid for out of funds made
available to the Illinois Student Assistance Commission.

(b) Any natural child, legally adopted child, or stepchild
of an eligible displaced energy worker who possesses all
necessary entrance requirements shall, upon application and
proper proof, be awarded a transition scholarship consisting
of the equivalent of one calendar vyear of full-time
enrollment, including summer terms, to the State-supported
Illinois institution of higher learning of his or her choice.

(c) As used in this Section, "eligible displaced energy
worker" means an energy worker who has lost employment due to
the reduced operation or closure of a fossil fuel power plant
or coal mine.

(d) Full-time enrollment means 12 or more semester hours
of courses per semester, or 12 or more quarter hours of courses
per quarter, or the equivalent thereof per term. Scholarships
utilized by dependents enrolled in less than full-time study
shall be computed in the proportion which the number of hours
so carried bears to full-time enrollment.

(e) Scholarships awarded under this Section may be used by
a child without regard to his or her age. The holder of a
Scholarship awarded under this Section shall be subject to all
examinations and academic standards, including the maintenance
of minimum grade levels, that are applicable generally to
other enrolled students at the Illinois institution of higher

learning where the scholarship is being used.
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(f) An applicant is eligible for a scholarship under this
Section when the Commission finds the applicant:

(1) is the natural child, legally adopted child, or
stepchild of an eligible displaced energy worker; and

(2) in the absence of transition scholarship
assistance, will be deterred by financial considerations
from completing an educational program at the

State-supported Illinois institution of higher learning of

his or her choice.

(g) Funds may be made available from the Energy Transition
Assistance Fund to the Commission to provide these grants.

(h) The scholarship shall only cover tuition and fees at
the rates offered to students residing within the State or in
the district, but shall not exceed the cost equivalent of one
calendar year of full-time enrollment, including summer terms,
at the University of Illinois. The Commission shall determine

the grant amount for each student.

Section 10-40. Energy Community Reinvestment Report.
Beginning 365 days after the effective date of this Act, and at
least once each calendar year thereafter, the Department shall
create or commission the creation of a report on the energy
worker and transition programs created in this Act and publish
the report on its website. The report shall, at a minimum,
contain information on program metrics, the demographics of

participants, program impact, and recommendations for future
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modifications to the services provided by the Department under

these programs.

Section 10-70. Administrative review. All final
administrative decisions, including, but not limited to,
funding allocation and rules issued by the Department under
this Act are subject to judicial review under  the
Administrative Review Law. No action may be commenced under
this Section prior to 60 days after the complainant has given

notice in writing of the action to the Department.

Section 10-90. Repealer. This Act is repealed 24 vyears

after the effective date of this Act.

Article 15. Community Energy, Climate, and Jobs Planning Act

Section 15-1. Short title. This Article may be cited as
the Community Energy, Climate, and Jobs Planning Act.

References in this Article to "this Act" mean this Article.

Section 15-5. Findings. The General Assembly makes the
following findings:
(1) The health, welfare, and prosperity of Illinois
residents require that Illinois take all steps possible to
combat «climate change, address harmful environmental

impacts deriving from the generation of electricity,
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maximize quality job creation in the emerging clean energy
economy, ensure affordable utility service, equitable and
affordable access to transportation, and clean, safe, and
affordable housing.

(2) The achievement of these goals will depend on
strong community engagement to ensure that programs and
policy solutions meet the needs of disparate communities.

(3) Ensuring that these goals are met without adverse
impacts on utility bill affordability, housing
affordability, and other essential services will depend on
the coordination of policies and programs within local

communities.

Section 15-10. Definitions. As used in this Act:

"Alternative energy improvement" means the installation or
upgrade of electrical wiring, outlets, or charging stations to
charge a motor vehicle that is fully or partially powered by
electricity; photovoltaic, energy storage, or thermal
resource; or any combination thereof.

"Disadvantaged worker" means an individual who is defined
as: (1) being homeless; (2) being a custodial single parent;
(3) being a recipient of public assistance; (4) lacking a high
school diploma or high school equivalency; (5) having a
criminal record or other involvement in the criminal Jjustice
system; (6) suffering from chronic unemployment; (7) being

previously 1in the <child welfare system; or (8) being a
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veteran.

"Energy efficiency improvement" means equipment, devices,
or materials intended to decrease energy consumption or
promote a more efficient use of electricity, natural gas,
propane, or other forms of energy on property, including, but
not limited to:

(1) insulation in walls, roofs, floors, foundations,
or heating and cooling distribution systems;

(2) storm windows and doors, multi-glazed windows and
doors, heat-absorbing or heat-reflective glazed and coated
window and door systems, and additional glazing,
reductions in glass area, and other window and door system
modifications that reduce energy consumption;

(3) automated energy control systems;

(4) high efficiency heating, ventilating, or
air-conditioning and distribution system modifications or
replacements;

(5) caulking, weather-stripping, and air sealing;

(6) replacement or modification of lighting fixtures
to reduce the energy use of the lighting system;

(7) energy controls or recovery systems;

(8) day lighting systems;

(9) any energy efficiency project, as defined in
Section 825-65 of the Illinois Finance Authority Act; and

(10) any other installation or modification of

equipment, devices, or materials approved as a utility
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cost-saving measure by the governing body.

"Energy project" means the installation or modification of
an alternative energy improvement, enerqgy efficiency
improvement, or water use improvement, or the acquisition,
installation, or improvement of a renewable energy system that
is affixed to a stabilized existing property, including new
construction.

"Environmental Jjustice communities" means the proposed
definition of that term based on existing methodologies and
findings used Dby the Illinois Power Agency and 1its
Administrator in its Illinois Solar for All Program.

"Equity investment eligible community" or "eligible
community" are synonymous and mean the geographic areas
throughout Illinois which would most benefit from equitable
investments by the State designed to combat discrimination and
foster sustainable economic growth. Specifically, eligible
communities shall be defined as the following areas:

(1) R3 Areas as established pursuant to Section 10-40
of the Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act, where residents
have historically been excluded from economic
opportunities, including opportunities in the energy
sector; and

(2) Environmental justice communities, as defined by
the Illinois Power Agency pursuant to the Illinois Power
Agency Act, where residents have historically been subject

to disproportionate burdens of pollution, including
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pollution from the energy sector.

"Equity investment eligible person" or "eligible person”
are synonymous and mean the persons who would most benefit
from equitable investments by the State designed to combat
discrimination and foster sustainable economic growth.
Specifically, "eligible person" means the following people:

(1) a person whose primary residence is in an equity
investment eligible community;

(2) a person who 1is a graduate of or currently
enrolled in the foster care system; or

(3) a person who was formerly incarcerated.

"Governing body" means the county board or board of county
commissioners of a county, the city council of a municipality,
or the board of trustees of a village.

"Local Employment Plan" means a bidding option that public
agencies may include in requests for proposals to incentivize
bidders to voluntarily plan to retain and create high-skilled
local manufacturing Jjobs; invest in preapprenticeship,
apprenticeship, and training opportunities; and develop
family-sustaining career pathways into clean energy industries
for disadvantaged workers in a specified local area. The Local
Employment Plan only applies to work that is not financed with
federal money.

"Local unit of government" means a county, municipality,
or village.

"Natural climate solutions" means conservation,
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restoration, or improved land management actions that increase
carbon storage or avoid greenhouse gas emissions on natural
and working lands.

"Nature-based approaches for climate adaptation" means
actions that preserve, enhance, or expand functions provided
by nature that increase capacity to manage adverse conditions
created or exacerbated by c¢climate change. "Nature-based
approaches for <climate adaptation"™ includes, but 1is not
limited to, the restoration of native ecosystems, especially
floodplains; installation of Dbioswales, rain gardens, and
other green stormwater infrastructure; and practices that
increase soil health and reduce urban heat island effects.

"Public agency" means the State of Illinois or any of its
government Dbodies and subdivisions, including the wvarious
counties, townships, municipalities, school districts,
educational service regions, special road districts, public
water supply districts, drainage districts, levee districts,
sewer districts, housing authorities, and transit agencies.

"Renewable energy resource" includes energy and its
associated renewable energy credit or renewable energy credits
from wind energy, solar thermal energy, geothermal energy,
photovoltaic cells and panels, biodiesel, anaerobic digestion,
and hydropower that does not involve new construction or
significant expansion of hydropower dams. For purposes of this
Act, landfill gas produced in the State 1is considered a

renewable energy resource. "Renewable energy resource" does
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not include the incineration or burning of any solid material.

"Renewable energy system" means a fixture, product,
device, or interacting group of fixtures, products, or devices
on the customer's side of the meter that use one or more
renewable energy resources to generate electricity, and
specifically includes any renewable energy project, as defined
in Section 825-65 of the Illinois Finance Authority Act.

"U.S. Employment Plan" means a bidding option that public
agencies may include in requests for proposals to incentivize
bidders to voluntarily plan to retain and create high-skilled
U.S. manufacturing jobs; invest in preapprenticeship,
apprenticeship, and training opportunities; and develop
family-sustaining career pathways into clean energy industries
for disadvantaged workers throughout the ©U.S. The U.S.
Employment Plan only applies to work financed with federal
Money.

"Water use improvement" means any fixture, product,
system, device, or interacting group thereof for or serving
any property that has the effect of conserving water resources
through improved water management, efficiency, or thermal

resource.

Section 15-15. Community Energy, Climate, and Jobs Plans;
creation.
(a) Pursuant to the procedures in Section 15-20, a local

unit of government may establish Community Energy, Climate,
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and Jobs Plans and identify boundaries and areas covered by
the Plans.

(b) Community Energy, Climate, and Jobs Plans are intended
to aid 1local governments 1in developing a comprehensive
approach to combining different energy, climate, and Jjobs
programs and funding resources to achieve complementary
impact. An effective planning process may:

(1) help communities discover ways that their local
government, businesses, and residents can control their
energy use and lower their bills;

(2) ensure a cost-effective transition away from
fossil fuels in the transportation sector;

(3) expand access to workforce development and job
training opportunities for disadvantaged workers in the
emerging clean energy economy;

(4) incentivize the creation and retention of quality
Illinois jobs (when federal funds are not involved) in the
emerging clean energy economy;

(5) dincentivize the creation and retention of quality
U.S. jobs in the emerging clean energy economy;

(6) promote economic development through improvements
in community infrastructure, transit, and support for
local business;

(7) improve the health of 1Illinois communities,
especially eligible communities, by reducing emissions,

addressing existing brownfield areas, and promoting the
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integration of distributed energy resources;

(8) enable greater customer engagement, empowerment,
and options for energy services, and ultimately reduce
utility bills for Illinoisans;

(9) bring the benefits of grid modernization and the
deployment of distributed energy resources to economically
disadvantaged communities and eligible communities
throughout Illinois;

(10) support existing Illinois policy goals prom