
Invitation to the GRIPS Development Forum Webinar 
The Shifting Trend of Authoritarian States in the Developing World: 

Are They Developmental Enough? 
 

In the late 20th century, high-performing economies in East Asia such as Korea, Taiwan and 
Singapore adopted authoritarian regimes and produced remarkable industrial results. In this century, 
some African national leaders such as Prime Minister Meles (Ethiopia) and President Kagame 
(Rwanda) imitated or embraced the East Asian developmental state model to accelerate growth. Korea 
and China continue to explain their developmental experiences to the developing world. 

In the 2010s, however, democracy began to decline and authoritarianism became more popular 
globally—among the West, emerging economies and latecomer countries. National leaders in new 
authoritarian states seem to have neither the interest nor the knowledge in promoting economic 
development. Such suppressive regimes don’t need good economic performance to legitimize their 
power. Why are non-developmental dictators increasing, and what are the implications for the world at 
large? Authoritarianism and developmentalism thus have entered a new phase in the history of 
economic development.  

In this seminar, we would like to study this issue including how development partners should 
conduct their cooperation with such states. 
 
Time & Date:  Monday, August 7, 2023, 16:00 - 18:00 (Japan Standard Time, CET+8)  
Location:  Online (Zoom)     Language:   English only 
Program: 

16:00-16:10  Opening by Prof. Izumi Ohno (GRIPS) / Moderated by Ms. Sayoko Uesu (GRIPS) 
16:10-16:35  Prof. Yumi Horikane (Meiji University) 

“Experiences of Developmentalism in East Asia: Origins and Development of 
the Developmental State Model” 

16:35-17:00  Prof. Kenichi Ohno (GRIPS) 
 “Developing countries in the multipolar world: flexible alliance, coalition building, and 

non-developmental authoritarianism” 
17:00-17:25  Adjunct Prof. M.J. Park (Sookmyung Women’s University) 
             “Aid as Autobiography? South Korea's Foreign Aid Allocation in Authoritarian States” 
17:25-17:55  Floor discussion 
17:55-18:00  Closing by Prof. Izumi Ohno 

 
Registration: https://grips-ac-jp.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zVyEZYYSTOaObPK0vBlA0A 

* Please register with your true name, not initial or nickname. Collected personal information will be used only for sending 
information on our development forum events. 
 

Speakers:  

   
Yumi Horikane 
Professor 
Meiji University 
Specializing in Political Economy in 
East Asia, Development Cooperation 

Min Joung Park 
Adjunct Professor 
Sookmyung Women’s University 
Specializing in Development 
Cooperation 

Kenichi Ohno 
Professor Emeritus 
National Graduate Institute for 
Policy Studies (GRIPS) 
Specializing in Development 
Economics, Industrial Policy 
 

https://grips-ac-jp.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zVyEZYYSTOaObPK0vBlA0A

