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Heather Calomese has worked in education for two decades. From 2000-02, she taught English and 
special education in Iowa City and from 2002-08, she was a special education middle and high 
school teacher in the Chicago Public School District before transitioning to an administrator role in 
traditional and charter public schools. Prior to joining CDE, Calomese was the Executive Director of 
Special Education for the Illinois State Board of Education where she focused on the alignment of 
systems and supports for students receiving early childhood, multilingual, and special education 
services. 
 


